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Baiga children
deaths: panel
questions delay
in response

Sobhana K. Nair
NEW DELHI

Members of the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee
on Social Justice and Empo-
werment questioned the
government over its res-
ponse to the deaths of Baiga
tribe children in Madhya
Pradesh’s Balaghat district,
asking why there were no
clear answers on the cause
of the deaths several
months after the first cases
were reported.

The panel met represen-
tatives of the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs, the Ministry
of Jal Shakti, and the De-
partment of Telecommuni-
cations to review the imple-
mentation of the Pradhan
Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya
Maha Abhiyan.
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08S9. Baiga children deaths: panel questions delay in response
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e Members of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Social Justice and
Empowerment questioned the government over its response to the deaths of
Baiga tribe children in Madhya Pradesh’s Balaghat district, asking why there were
no clear answers on the cause of the deaths several months after the first cases
were reported.

aFfoe =41 3R srfeRar ot Fede Tur afffa & e a A uger &
SreraTe fSiel 7 S Sasfa & qeat i Aldl ) TR Hr afafshar i ot Jara
33T 3R Yo % Tgel HHE T G T ST & S FEI=l a1e 3 Al & HROT
Ty H TUSE IR FAT A8 A

e The panel met representatives of the Ministry of Tribal Affairs, the
Ministry of Jal Shakti, and the Department of Telecommunications to review

the implementation of the Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha
Abhiyan.

AT STt F1 7AEE, e AfFd FAET 3N GEAR fFemr & giafafear @
HIThTcl Y TUTAHAT STatartier fEare #amr AETarfdamer (PM-JANMAN) &
FRITaTT T GHEET Fr

1. Baiga Tribe and Balaghat District: Tribal and
Mineral Importance

The Baiga are one of India's Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGSs) and are
concentrated primarily in Madhya Pradesh and Chhattisgarh, with communities also
found in adjoining areas. In Madhya Pradesh, the Baiga Chak region of Dindori is
especially associated with them, while Baiga populations are also found in districts
including Balaghat and Mandla.

Traditionally, the Baiga have had a close relationship with forests. Their livelihoods
historically included collection of minor forest produce, hunting and gathering, and forms of
shifting cultivation traditionally known as bewar. Their traditional knowledge encompasses
forests, medicinal plants and local ecosystems. Their relative geographical isolation and
socio-economic vulnerabilities are among the reasons for their classification asa PVTG.

Why is Balaghat important?

Balaghat district, in southeastern Madhya Pradesh, borders Maharashtra and
Chhattisgarh and combines significant tribal population, forests, biodiversity and
mineral resources. Part of the Kanha Tiger Reserve landscape also lies within the
district.

Its mineral importance is exceptional:
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e Balaghat's official district administration states that the district accounts for
approximately 80% of India's manganese production.
e Malanjkhand contains what the district administration describes as the country's
largest copper deposit.
e Other minerals include bauxite, kyanite, marble, dolomite and limestone.
The Malanjkhand Copper Project, established in 1982, is operated by Hindustan Copper

Limited; systematic exploration of the deposit by the Geological Survey of India began in
1969.

2. Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha
Abhiyan (PM-JANMAN)

PM-JANMAN stands for Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha Abhiyan. It is a
major Government of India mission specifically targeted at Particularly Vulnerable Tribal
Groups (PVTGs)—not all Scheduled Tribes.

It was launched on 15 November 2023, celebrated as Janjatiya Gaurav Divas, for the

socio-economic development of India's 75 PVTG communities, residing across 18 States
and the Union Territory of Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

Why was PM-JANMAN needed?
Imagine an isolated tribal habitation where families lack:

pucca houses — piped drinking water — nearby healthcare — school facilities —
electricity — all-weather roads — mobile connectivity.

Having separate government schemes for each problem may still leave the village
uncovered because different ministries work independently.

PM-JANMAN therefore follows a convergence and saturation approach:

Identify PVTG habitations — identify infrastructure gaps — bring multiple ministries
together — attempt to provide all essential services.

Important Facts
The mission has a total outlay of ¥24,104 crore:

Central share - 15,336 crore
State share — 8,768 crore

It operates through 11 critical interventions involving 9 ministries.

These interventions include:
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Pucca housing * roads ¢ piped drinking water * mobile medical units * Anganwadi
centres * hostels * household electrification * mobile towers * multipurpose centres °
Van Dhan Vikas Kendras ¢ vocational skilling.

The original mission included a target of approximately 4.90 lakh pucca houses and 8,000
km of connecting roads.

The 11 interventions

| Ministry | Critical intervention | Original Mission Target |

1. Ministry  of  Rural Pucca houses 4.90 lakh houses

Development

| | Connecting roads | 8,000 km \

- : Piped/community water | PVTG

2. Ministry of Jal Shakti supply habitations/households

3. Ministry of Health & || Mobile Medical Units (MMUs) || 1,000 MMUs originally

Family Welfare with medicines envisaged

4. Ministry of Women & :

Child Development Anganwadi Centres 2,500 AWCs

| 5. Ministry of Education | Hostels | 500 hostels |

6. Ministrv of Power Last-mile household || Unelectrified PVTG
' y electrification households

7. Ministry of New & Remote

Off-grid solar electrification

Renewable Energy households/habitations
8. 'Mln'lstry of Mobile connectivity/towers Unc_ovgred PVTG
Communications habitations
9. Ministry of Tribal Affairs || Multipurpose Centres
/ livelihood convergence (MPCs) 1,000 MPCs
Van Dhan Vikas Kendras || Forest-based livelihood
(VDVKSs) / livelihood support | development
Vocational education, | PVTG youth/VDVK

skilling & entrepreneurship members
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Manipur to update NRC with
1951 as base year, House told

Kuki-Zo Council urges the Centre to conduct the Census in the State; Home Minister informs the

State Assembly that 14,992 out of 24,475 ‘illegal immigrants’ have been pushed back into Myanmar

The Hindu Bureau
GUWAHATI

anipur Home Mi-
M nister Konthou-
jam Govindas on

Monday informed the 60-
member Assembly that the
National Register of Citi-
zens (NRC) in the State
would be updated using
1951 as the base year.

Manipur is divided on
the NRC issue, for which
the Centre recently de-
ferred the Census exercise
in the State. While Meitei
and Naga organisations
want the NRC before the
Census and delimitation,
Kuki organisations have
called it “premature and
unjustified”.

Mr. Govindas said that
the State government
would pursue the imple-
mentation of the NRC with
the Centre in line with the
resolutions adopted by the
House. He cited certain fi-
gures to justify the resolu-
tions (2022, 2024, and on
September 2).

He told the House that
14,992 out of 24,475 “illegal
immigrants” detected in
the State so far have been
pushed back into Myan-
mar. The immigrants en-
tered the country through

Women hold placards during a sit-in protest demanding the
conduct and update of NRC before the Census in Imphal. AnI

three border districts —
Chandel, Kamjong, and
Tengnoupal. Manipur has
been grappling with the in-
flux of undocumented
Myanmar nationals since
the military coup in the
neighbouring country in
February 2021. Insisting
that the pushback process
was being carried out
through diplomatic chan-
nels, Mr. Govindas said the
government instructed the
Deputy  Commissioners
concerned to segregate the
“illegal immigrants” from

local Indian communities.

The Home Minister
further informed the
House that the government
constituted a 12-member
panel on August 7, 2024,
under the chairmanship of
former Minister Awang-
bow Newmai to detect and
identify the influx of illegal
immigrants and the unnat-
ural growth of new villag-
es. A Cabinet Sub-Commit-
tee was also constituted on
February 16, 2023, in this
regard.

The Kuki-Zo Council

(KZC), the apex communi-
ty body, on Monday urged
the Centre to conduct the
Census operation in the
State, insisting that “politi-
cally motivated demands”
should not obstruct it.

In a memorandum to
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, the KZC said any de-
cision concerning the NRC
remained within the
Centre’s constitutional and
legal authority.

The organisation also
appealed to the Centre to
re-impose President’s Rule
in Manipur if the State go-
vernment continued to fail
in its constitutional duty to
protect all citizens, and ex-
pedite the political dia-
logue towards a “separate
administration” in the
form of a Union Territory
with a legislature for the
Kuki-Zo community.

“The Kuki-Zo people
seek neither privilege nor
preferential treatment. We
seek equal protection, jus-
tice, security, and a politi-
cal future in which our pe-
ople can live with dignity
and without fear,” the KZC
said.

All Naga MLAs ab-
stained from the final sit-
ting of the Manipur As-
sembly session on Monday.

08S9. Manipur to update NRC with 1951 as base year, House told

el T AT T, AT & 1951 1 TR T ATAHT NRC HY 3reqciel fhaT ST

NRC, NPR and Census

These three are often confused because all involve collecting information about people. But

their purpose, legal basis and coverage are different.
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The simplest distinction is:
Census asks: “What is India's population like?”
NPR asks: “Who usually lives in India?”

NRC/NRIC asks: “Who among the relevant population are Indian
citizens?”

1. Census — Counting and Understanding the Population

A Census is the country's large-scale population-counting exercise. It collects demographic
and socio-economic information so governments can understand how many people live in
India and their characteristics.

Suppose a village has 1,000 people. Census data can help answer questions such as:

How many are men/women? How many children? What are their ages? What
languages do they speak? What are their educational and occupational characteristics?
What housing facilities exist?

The objective is primarily statistics and planning, not determination of citizenship.

Law governing Census

The Census is conducted under:

Census Act, 1948

+

Census Rules, 1990

The Registrar General & Census Commissioner of India (RGI) is responsible for
conducting it.

Census 2027

India’s forthcoming Census has been officially notified for 2027. The normal reference date is
1 March 2027; for Ladakh and specified snow-bound areas of Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal
Pradesh and Uttarakhand, it is 1 October 2026.

So:

Census = statistical picture of the population

It is not itself a citizenship register.

2. NPR — National Population Register

This is where the distinction becomes particularly important.
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The National Population Register (NPR) is a register containing details of usual residents
of India.

Who is a “usual resident”?
For NPR purposes, the concept focuses on residence rather than citizenship.
Therefore, conceptually:
Indian citizen living here — included
Foreign national who qualifies as a usual resident — also included
This is why:
NPR # Register of Indian Citizens.

Official Census material expressly states that NPR covers usual residents regardless of
whether they are citizens or non-citizens.

Simple example
Imagine an apartment building in Delhi containing:
80 Indian citizens + 5 foreign nationals who qualify as usual residents.
For an NPR exercise, all 85 usual residents can fall within the population register.
Therefore, NPR is essentially asking:
“Who ordinarily lives here?”
rather than:
“Are you an Indian citizen?”
When did NPR begin?
The NPR was first prepared in 2010 and subsequently updated in 2015.
What law governs NPR?
This is a very important UPSC distinction.

NPR is not created under the Census Act, 1948 merely because its data collection can be
conducted alongside Census operations.

Its legal foundation is:
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Citizenship Act, 1955

l
Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and Issue of National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003

!

particularly Rule 3(4) concerning preparation of the Population Register.

The government currently states that NPR is to be updated along with the Houselisting and
Housing Operations of the forthcoming Census, and that no document will be collected
during this exercise.

This produces an important distinction:

Census and NPR may be operationally connected, but they have different
legal foundations and purposes.

3. NRC/NRIC — National Register of
Indian Citizens

Now change one word:

NPR = Population

NRC/NRIC = Citizens

That word makes a major legal difference.

The Citizenship Act formally refers to the National Register of Indian Citizens (NRIC).
“NRC” is the more commonly used expression.

Who belongs in it?

The concept is a register of Indian citizens, rather than all usual residents.
Return to our hypothetical building:

80 Indian citizens + 5 qualifying foreign usual residents

NPR could include:

80 Indians + 5 foreigners = 85 usual residents

But a register specifically of Indian citizens would concern:

80 Indian citizens

This is the clearest way to understand the distinction.
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Legal basis of NRC/NRIC

The key provision is Section 14A of the Citizenship Act, 1955, inserted through the
Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2003.

Section 14A provides that the Central Government may compulsorily register every citizen
of India and may maintain a National Register of Indian Citizens. It also provides for a
National Registration Authority, with the Registrar General, India acting as the Registrar
General of Citizen Registration.

The detailed framework comes from the:

Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and Issue of National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003.

4. How are NPR and NRC legally
connected?

This is the part that creates much of the confusion.
Under the 2003 Citizenship Rules, there are:
Population Register
and
Local Register of Indian Citizens
They are therefore not completely unrelated databases created under entirely separate legal
universes. Both arise within the citizenship-registration framework established by the
Citizenship Act and the 2003 Rules.
But this does not mean:
NPR = NRC. []
The fundamental distinction remains:
Population Register — usual residents

Register of Indian Citizens — Indian citizens

That difference is crucial.

5. Where does the Assam NRC fit in?

Another common source of confusion is the NRC exercise conducted in Assam.
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The Assam NRC has a specific historical and legal context connected with migration into

Assam, the Assam Accord, citizenship law and judicial proceedings.

Therefore:

Assam NRC # automatically the same thing as a nationwide NRC

exercise.

When newspapers say “NRC”, always check whether they mean:

Assam NRC

or

a proposed/national NRIC exercise under Section 14A and the 2003 Rules.

6. Census vs NPR vs NRC — Best

Comparison
\ Feature H Census H NPR H NRC/NRIC \
Full name Census of India National Population National Register of

Register

Indian Citizens

Basic question

How many/what kind
of people live here?

Who usually lives
here?

Who is an Indian
citizen?

Main character

Statistical exercise

Resident
database/register

Citizenship register

Covers Indian

+ 2003 Rules

citizens? % es es
Can cover Population No. because it is a
qualifying foreign |lenumeration can count |Yes citi’zen reqister
residents? foreigners g
Determines . Citizenship is the
citizenship? No Not by itself defining criterion

. . Citizenship Act, 1955,
Principal law Census Act, 1948 Citizenship Act, 1955 Section 14A + 2003

Rules

Key concept

Population

Usual residence

Citizenship

Different context,

Census Commissioner

framework

First NPR — 2010 including Assam-
specific NRC
Authority Registrar General &  ||Registrar General Registrar General of

Citizen Registration
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Civil Service candidates await
Centre’s word on foundation
course amid case in top court

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

The 958 candidates recom-
mended by the Union Pu-
blic Service Commission in
the 2025 Civil Services Ex-
amination (CSE) are now in
limbo over their service al-
location and the starting
date of their foundation
course.

While the course was ex-
pected to begin in August,
several candidates told The
Hindu they have received
no communication regard-
ing the way forward.

The delay follows the
Centre’s application to the
Supreme Court asking per-
mission for the Depart-
ment of Personnel and
Training (DoPT) to allocate
services without imple-
menting the court’s March
11 Rohith Nathan judg-
ment. That ruling found
the DoPT was incorrectly
excluding certain Other
Backward Classes (OBC)

The delay follows the
Centre’s application
to the Supreme Court
regarding the Rohith
Nathan judgment

candidates from reserva-
tion by concluding they be-
longed to the creamy layer
based only on their pa-
rents’ salary income. The
court directed corrective
measures  within  six
months. The CSE 2025 re-
sults were declared on
March 6, days before the
judgment.

Now, while the Supreme
Court is set to hear the
Centre on September 17,
candidates recommended
for the Civil Services told
The Hindu they have “no
idea” what their future
pathway looks like. “The
foundation course has not
started. I have received no
communication from the
DoPT or the academy

about when the foundation
course will start. There
was a schedule that said it
was to start on August 24
tentatively, but since the
Supreme Court became
seized of the matter, we
have not heard anything,”
one candidate said.
Another candidate said
that they have not been
able to see any updates re-
garding the next steps on
the website of the DoPT or
the website of the Lal Baha-
dur Shastri National Aca-
demy of Administration,
where they will be trained.
A third candidate said
that they are now waiting
to see how the next hear-
ing in the Supreme Court
goes. “I believe the govern-
ment is also waiting for the
Supreme Court,” the can-
didate said, adding that
since the court is going to
look at the issue of service
allocation, no news of the
foundation course can be
expected until then.

08S09. Civil Service candidates
await Centre’s word on
foundation course amid case
in top court

it =TT & AT & i
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e The 958 candidates
recommended by the Union Public
Service Commission in the 2025 Civil
Services Examination (CSE) are now in
limbo over their service allocation and
the starting date of their foundation
course.

Y A a1 AT (UPSC) gaRT 2025
1 FAfaer QT 9eT (CSE) & 3regeifad
958 31372f 319 31T [aT e R
TRT3SUeT ST T BT Y fIfY Y et
3 aFHE Fr Fafd #7 g1

e The delay follows the Centre’s
application to the Supreme Court
asking permission for the Department
of Personnel and Training (DoPT) to
allocate services without implementing

the court’s March 11 Rohith Nathan
judgment.

Wéﬁ%maﬁﬁrmﬁmwm%m?& g w1 ug wieTor fysmer
(DOPT) I aTTerd o 11 AT o Afeet AT Hqrel ht o] TR foretT Wam 3rrafed det i 3regafct
AT TS B

e That ruling found the DoPT was incorrectly excluding certain Other Backward Classes (OBC)
candidates from reservation by concluding they belonged to the creamy layer based only on

their parents’ salary income.

38 %ol H =IRTe™ 7 UM 7 DoPT %6 34 fasr a9t (OBC) ars=afdat &1 haret 3eTah AC-
T T IdeT 3T o TR IX 3o shIAT AIT T T T FATThL ITRETOT T el ciioh I e Y

JEr AT

e The court directed corrective measures within six months.
T B Ag & i GURTcHS SR Hlel 1 fader fem |

e The CSE 2025 results were declared on March 6, days before the judgment.
CSE 2025 & YRUTH 6 AT I DNV e 77 I, 5t 50 hael ¥ Fo ot g5l |
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¢ Another candidate said that they have not been able to see any updates regarding the next
steps on the website of the DoPT or the website of the Lal Bahadur Shastri National
Academy of Administration, where they will be trained.

Teh 31w 33T o e foh & DoPT I ASHIST IT AT TETGT AT TSERT TATHT HFIeT
(LBSNAA) FI IS8 TR 379Tel He AT & TS IS UST oTal 40 UTT &, I8l 3o TTASTOT f&ar
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YT TS G@RT FART AT 7 Irease’ grar-yamsit & e srevmee 3 raars e

08S9 | Natural partners
TareTfas dIsieR

08S9 | India’s opportunity to put BRICS back together
BRICS 1 fthT ¥ Tohole el T $IR & I a6

08S9 | Why is BRICS exploring cross-border payments?
BRICS HIAT-UR $JoTTel Y WHTAATIHT Y cTelter F3T FT 8T 872
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Arunachal and Aksai Chin
between ‘unspecified’ claim
lines on UN-endorsed map

{v] ttacherjee
NEW DELHI

A new world map that was
endorsed at the UN during
the India-backed “Correct
the map” resolution of
September 4 in the UN
General Assembly has pro-
jected India’s Arunachal
Pradesh and Aksai Chin,
which India has main-
tained is a part of Ladakh,
as distinct regions caught
between Indian and Chi-
nese “claim lines”.

The map which came
up on July 1 during the
months-long discussion for
the UNGA resolution
shows Arunachal’s south-
ern State border with As-
sam, indicating the “Chi-
nese line” while
eliminating the State’s bor-
der with Nagaland.

It shows the State’s
northern border, indicat-
ing the “Indian line”. Simi-
larly, the map shows Aksai
Chin’s eastern borders, in-
dicating the “Indian Line”
while presenting the west-
ern borders of Aksai Chin
in what appears to be the
“Chinese line”. These
“claim lines” appear to be
a continuation of previous
similar maps of the UN. But
unlike in the 2011 map of
the UN, these lines are not
specified as “claim lines” in
the July 1 map.

The map depicts Jammu
and Kashmir with a dotted
line indicating the Line of
Control (LoC) between In-
dia and Pakistan. However,
the issue of the LoC is
clearly mentioned in a
brief note on the map, ex-
plaining the “dotted line
represents approximately
the Line of Control in Jam-
mu and Kashmir agreed
upon by India and Pakis-
tan. The final status of J&K

asvor
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Fine lines: A section nf the warld map published by the Unitéd

Nations in July 2026. UN.ORG

has not yet been agreed
upon by the parties.”

But, there is no note on
why the “Map of the
World” issued by the UN
during the consultation
process and endorsed by
the “Correct the Map” re-
solution sponsored by To-
go and supported by the
African Union depicted
Arunachal and Aksai Chin
as territories caught bet-
ween Indian and Chinese
claim lines. The map is
non-binding, but it will be
used by multilateral insti-
tutions worldwide.

‘Cognitive justice’
Discussions on the map be-
gan in March 2026 when
the African Union support-
ed the “Equal Earth carto-
graphic projection to more
accurately represent Afri-
ca”. The African Union
called this approach “cog-
nitive  justice”. Subse-
quently, Togo prompted
UNGA consultations on the
map in April 2026, and the
UNGA started informal
consultations in July, when
the draft map authored by
the UN Geospatial on July 1
was taken up.

The External Affairs Mi-
nistry had reiterated In-
dia’s support for the “Cor-
rect the Map” resolution
on Sunday but declared
that “India voted in favour

of the resolution” and ex-
plained its position as a
vote on the “underlying
principle of promoting
equal-area cartographic
representation”. “We also
highlighted that the resolu-
tion does not constitute en-
dorsement of any specific
map, projection or depic-
tion of national boundar-
ies,” the Ministry had said.

“India’s sovereign terri-
tory, including Jammu and
Kashmir and Ladakh, must
be depicted in accordance
with India’s official map.
Any inaccurate or mislead-
ing depiction is unaccepta-
ble,” said the official spo-
kesperson Randhir Jaiswal.

MEA is yet to respond to
The Hindu’s query on the
separate demarcation of
Arunachal and Aksai Chin
with contesting claim lines
from India and China.

The traditional map of
India depicts both Aruna-
chal and the entire Jammu
and Kashmir and Ladakh
(including Aksai Chin) as
parts of the sovereign terri-
tory of India.

In relation to India’s on-
going Kalapani border con-
troversy with Nepal, the
map seems to have gone in
favour of India, as it re-
flects India’s control over
the  Kalapani-Lipulekh-
Limpiyadhura region,
which is claimed by Nepal.

08S9. Arunachal and Aksai Chin
between ‘unspecified’ claim lines on
UN-endorsed map

HYFT U AR FATHT Aty &
‘3rEqse’ graT-X@r3it & = 3o 3%
Fars A

e A new world map that was endorsed at
the UN during the India-backed “Correct the Map”
resolution of September 4 in the UN General
Assembly has projected India’s Arunachal
Pradesh and Aksai Chin, which India has
maintained is a part of Ladakh, as distinct regions
caught between Indian and Chinese “claim lines”.

4 THASR T TYeFcl IASE FETHAT H HRT FATIA
“Correct the Map” J&dTd & aRTel g Isg A
AT Teh AU faed AT 7 7R & e
geer 3R 3rrars e, T 9iIRa eieera & feear
HIAAT T@T 8, T AR I AT “Grar-@nsii” &
=T T 37e197-31679T 8151 & &9 F g2 ar AT &

e The map which came up on July 1 during
the months-long discussion for the UNGA
resolution shows Arunachal’s southern State
border with Assam, indicating the “Chinese line”
while eliminating the State’s border with
Nagaland.

TYeFcT g HGHHT oh Tl I HGIeAl ol el oh
R 1 STelTS Y AIH= 31T $H AT 3 EoTTerel
$1 319 & Ay iAol T WA FT DA @ F
Y H AT AT §, Fdh RIS & T TS dhr

T T geT AT AT B

e |t shows the State’s northern border,
indicating the “Indian line”.

A T I 3AY AT I “HRAT @1 & F H
gl s &

e Similarly, the map shows Aksai Chin’s
eastern borders, indicating the “Indian Line” while

presenting the western borders of Aksai Chin in what appears to be the “Chinese line”.
S TR, AT 7 3reATS Tolet 3 g FATHT Y “HRAT [@T & &9 F S AT I-ATE, STeieh
3reFars et 1 afRae AT T Ol X@T o § H FEdd fhar I g St <t 3@ gt gl 81
e These “claim lines” appear to be a continuation of previous similar maps of the UN.
‘AT TIF TE & ool S THR & HATaa! T folatar St gt 8|
e Butunlike in the 2011 map of the UN, these lines are not specified as “claim lines” in the July
1 map.

el EYFT TG oh 2011 o AT o IuNd, 1 Sellg & AT & 5oT [E13T T “Grar-3En3it”

F &7 F Tove F  [Afese A8 forar = g

e The map depicts Jammu and Kashmir with a dotted line indicating the Line of Control (LoC)
between India and Pakistan.
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AT F SR T AR AR ifeearet & & 3707 38T (LoC) i geffet arel fidier
@1 & A yefRid frar ar g

However, the issue of the LoC is clearly mentioned in a brief note on the map, explaining the
“dotted line represents approximately the Line of Control in Jammu and Kashmir agreed upon
by India and Pakistan.

glellich, AT W T T Ueh HIETT le 7 fAAT0T I o Heg, Tl TIC Ieoid TohdT =T,
TSt s arar & 1o “fedier 3@ STee-anealit & $1R 3R TfehaiTet SarT Hg#c ofarstar
=0T YT Y gt &1

But, there is no note on why the “Map of the World” issued by the UN during the consultation
process and endorsed by the “Correct the Map” resolution sponsored by Togo and
supported by the African Union depicted Arunachal and Aksai Chin as territories caught
between Indian and Chinese claim lines.

el 38 ST 9T 1S Teeqolt o7gT § o oRraet Ufsham & aRieT Egert Isg GaRT SIRY X e
CART IS 7T 31hTehT Her gaRT FATIA “Correct the Map” J&iTd gaRT {TAITE “Map of
the World” & 3reuTraer 3R 3/ars et s R 3iR A1 grar-3@msit & da Rya s s s &
T g aram|

The map is non-binding, but it will be used by multilateral institutions worldwide.

TE FIATT SRR AT 8, Afehed gam o1 & Tgoefar FEATAT g@RT ST ST 2T S|

‘Cognitive justice’
HACHAS +a10°

Discussions on the map began in March 2026 when the African Union supported the “Equal
Earth cartographic projection to more accurately represent Africa”.

AT W) =T AT 202633T§F§é, SIS 3TRTEhT T o “37HTahT Sl 37T T &9 F e idd it
% foIT Equal Earth ATATIAUT 581907 &7 TAYT fhaT|

In relation to India’s ongoing Kalapani border controversy with Nepal, the map seems to have
gone in favour of India, as it reflects India’s control over the Kalapani-Lipulekh-Limpiyadhura
region, which is claimed by Nepal.

AT & T AR & SR Hlears W7 fFare & Ga¢ H Ig AT am?ré?traﬂrﬁamgm
mm%,mmw-m@-mmwmwmmmwa S E3
QX YT 39T &IaT T &
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Natural partners

India and Belgium are building ties
across sectors despite differences
l n terms of size and engagement, Belgium is

not one of India’s most important partners.

However, the visit of the Belgian Prime Mi-
nister to Delhi is part of a larger puzzle of India’s
ties with European countries. These have now
gained salience with focus areas for India: in eco-
nomic relations, defence relations and strategic
ties. At the top of the agenda in talks between
Prime Ministers Bart De Wever and Narendra Mo-
di was bilateral trade opportunities once the In-
dia-European Union Free Trade Agreement (FTA)
is signed — which is expected in December. India-
Belgium trade is about $13 billion, a third of which
is from over a century of collaboration in the dia-
mond industry. Antwerp is a global hub for dia-
mond trading, while Mumbai and Surat provide
the biggest cutting and polishing services. Howev-
er, once the EU FTA is signed, they hope to benefit
from collaboration in other areas including re-
newable energy and food processing; the Prime
Ministers agreed to set a target of doubling bilater-
al trade in the next five years. Despite being sur-
rounded by friendly European allies, Belgium has
a robust high-tech defence industry — small arms,
drone and counter-drone technology, ammuni-
tion and naval defence — and is keen to make in-
roads in the Indian market, with India seeking to
diversify its procurement beyond global powers.
The two sides agreed on an MoU for co-develop-
ment of military hardware, and signed a letter of
intent on defence cooperation. India will appoint
a resident defence attaché to Brussels, comple-
menting Belgium’s move.

Statements by the two leaders, however, indi-
cated that the visit went beyond the bilateral to a
more geopolitical framing of strategic ties, both
bilateral as well as between India and Europe. Ata
business event, Mr. De Wever said that Europe is
now realising the truth of India’s “warnings” on
strategic autonomy from global powers and over
dependence in trade and industrial production,
in particular referring to China. After the talks,
Mr. Modi said that democratic values, a market
economy, and people-to-people ties make India
and Belgium “natural partners”, a theme he has
promoted this past year, as he has stepped up vi-
sits to Europe and received a number of European
leaders in Delhi, in the run-up to his Brussels visit
later this year for the FTA. It is also significant that
Mr. De Wever’s visit comes in the same week that
New Delhi is preparing to welcome Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin for the BRICS summit in Del-
hi. The engagement with Belgium demonstrates a
new maturity for both European countries and
India. This shows sensitivity to their respective
positions on the Russia-Ukraine conflict, indicat-
ing that ties outweigh Europe’s enmity and India’s

08S9. Natural partners
FarsTfas e

e However, the visit of the Belgian Prime Minister to Delhi is
part of a larger puzzle of India’s ties with European countries.

greiiien, Afesraer & werrearst A fereell =T IO 320t & |1y Ra &
HaET T Ueh cATIF dEdI] 1 REam g1

e At the top of the agenda in talks between Prime Ministers
Bart De Wever and Narendra Modi was bilateral trade opportunities
once the India-European Union Free Trade Agreement (FTA) is
signed — which is expected in December.

geTeTHAT Bart De Wever 31X Narendra Modi & & a1dT & Teis &
T 3 SfAveiir sATIR & 3awT @, S HRA-JA He Hebdl
IR FFESAA (FTA) W §EATER glet & §1¢ 3cUeaT 81—Tordsh fedaR
gt Y 371G B

e India Belgium trade is about $13 billion, a third of which is
from over a century of collaboration in the diamond industry.

HRA-STSTIH STIR ST9TH9T 13 3R STel &7 &, Foras tar-fags
o €RT e F T |t & HfF W FEAT F 377 ¢l

e Antwerp is a global hub for diamond trading, while Mumbai
and Surat provide the biggest cutting and polishing services.

Antwerp ERT SITYR T Ueh 3T e, ¢, STafeh Fas i a3 qad
Y HfT 3R GIfATRIeT FATT YeTd FId o |

e However, once the EU FTA is signed, they hope to benefit
from collaboration in other areas including renewable energy and

food processing; the Prime Ministers agreed to set a target of
doubling bilateral trade in the next five years.

gTeliTeh, EU FTA W EdTeR gl & TG, 3eg A0 Sait 3R @eg
GHERIOT TR 31T 8337 7 TgAer & oneT ey Hr 383 §; it
TUTAHTIGT ¥ 37TeT e st F gfvaiir sarar Y SNre FA F awT
TR e I TgAfa s

e Despite being surrounded by friendly European allies,
Belgium has a robust high-tech defence industry — small arms,
drone and counter-drone technology, ammunition and naval
defence — and is keen to make inroads in the Indian market, with
India seeking to diversify its procurement beyond global powers.

A gUd gt & o gl & STasie, STeaTa# T Teh Holad
Foa-HIgA AT 14T 35T ¢—Tora# oI RN, 31 AR F3e-3
ST, MeTT-aT6e dUT A1 Taeh 8T 2nfaer §—31 a8 HRA™T
mﬁmﬂsma?ﬁvﬂa?%,aaﬁ:mé%%mﬁ
3T 3791 6T @G AT A Rferar e &1 9amd S @il

e The two sides agreed on an MoU for co-development of

military hardware, and signed a letter of intent on defence cooperation.
gt gelt o =T 3TRIot F - & T v FHESiar A9 (MoU) IR FgHATa e d & 3R
T&TT WEANT 9T 3TAT 97 T gEAR ThU|

¢ India will appoint a resident defence attaché to Brussels, complementing Belgium’s move.
WW#WWWWTW*UH, St STCTT# I SHN TehR T Igel T GIeh gIaTT |

e Statements by the two leaders, however, indicated that the visit went beyond the bilateral to a
more geopolitical framing of strategic ties, both bilateral as well as between India and Europe.
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gTailfh, Qlell 131 & T & Hohd [Her foh T8 A1 gfausiia daut & 3T dea Wiifas
et & 3T o Trorelifere TRYET T g, FSE# SR -S4 $RA-JUT &l & Feier
anfaAe gl

At a business event, Mr. De Wever said that Europe is now realising the truth of India’s

“warnings” on strategic autonomy from global powers and over dependence in trade and
industrial production, in particular referring to China.

Teh SATAHITAh Hishd 7 A De Wever & &g foh JUT 319 dRaes rfeFardt & Iorhifears Famraaar
TIT AR 3R AT 3cdest 3 AT FeRar & T4 7 ART 1 Iaaf=a) Hr aoars
T GHST T 8, T3 &7 ¥ DT & deof 7

After the talks, Mr. Modi said that democratic values, a market economy, and people-to-
people ties make India and Belgium “natural partners”, a theme he has promoted this past
year, as he has stepped up visits to Europe and received a number of European leaders in
Delhi, in the run-up to his Brussels visit later this year for the FTA.

aTaT & a1, A A & a1 o cierdiTaen Hod, STeR HITTEAT 3N F-Q-31 HaH 7R 3R
SfesTaea a1 “Tarenfas AEIER” I &, I8 0T favT § [ 37gisl o Ueh a¥ # serar fear g,
wﬁ?ﬁﬁaﬁqﬁmmmﬁaﬁ?%aﬁakﬁﬁﬁ FTA & forT 3el g8ew amr &
et et 3 3% R a3t Y Sorareh Fr ¥

It is also significant that Mr. De Wever's visit comes in the same week that New Delhi is
preparing to welcome Russian President Vladimir Putin for the BRICS summit in Delhi.

I% 3 FecaquT § 6 4t De Wever &Y amaT 38 HodTE 81 6T &, 919 ofs [Geell BRICS R@ER
FFAA & foIv &Y I5eafa Viadimir Putin 3 FaTeTd 1 oy a1 T 8

The engagement with Belgium demonstrates a new maturity for both European countries and
India.

STesra# & @1 g wewfarar gUdr a3k s QAt i 71§ aRaeraar w1 gl 5

This shows sensitivity to their respective positions on the Russia-Ukraine conflict, indicating
that ties outweigh Europe’s enmity and India’s deep friendship with Moscow.

TE TH-Tahel WY W 3l F WO $@ & Wir Faeerelierdr 1 aATdT &, S Heve T & Toh Herer
I T AT 3T R T HEHT & T ML AT & 31 Fgeaqr §
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India’s opportunity to put BRICS back together

RICS has strayed quite far from where
it started. To be held this weekend
(September 12-13, 2026) the 18th BRICS
Summit, in New Delhi, gives India a
huge opportunity to bring coherence back to the
expanded group and give it direction if it is to be
an effective body in shaping global events.

BRICS was formed to give a greater voice to
Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa, the
emerging economies, in global governance and
institutions, particularly financial and economic
institutions, and to aim for a more equitable
multilateral order. India was initially an
enthusiastic participant, seeing the group asa
vehicle for genuine reform of multilateral
institutions. The first summit hosted by India (the
fourth BRICS summit), in 2012, focused on the
theme “Global Stability, Security and Prosperity,”
tacitly reflecting a much broader geopolitical
canvas. The Indian presidency helped lead to the
establishment of the BRICS Bank, the New
Development Bank. Other Indian initiatives
followed, including the integration of a
counter-terrorism architecture into BRICS” work.

The emergence of the China challenge
However, China had other plans. At the time,
even if it was not anti-West, China saw BRICS as a
counterpoise to western domination — a view that
India also initially shared in the context of reform.
More importantly, China needed a group such as
BRICS, consisting of emerging economies, to
amplify its global ambitions, given that BRICS
countries accounted for nearly 20% of world GDP
in 2010. Further, China wanted to use BRICS
mechanisms such as BRICS-Plus and BRICS
Outreach to reach out to the Global South and
consolidate their profile as a second pole in a
future bipolar world.

Suddenly, India not only had a reform agenda
on its hands but also had toact asa
counterweight to China’s larger designs on BRICS.
India, Brazil and South Africa soon realised that
Chinese support for the reform of multilateral
institutions was selective. For example, China
resisted supporting the three countries” bid for
permanent seats on the United Nations Security
Council. Consequently, India started focusing
more on BRICS consolidation and intra-BRICS
matters to resist Chinese grandstanding. In fact,
this year’s theme for India’s chairship has four
pillars — Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and
Sustainability — and draws on Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s vision of “Humanity First” and a
“people-centric” approach to BRICS cooperation.

In addition, there was a real danger that the
principle of consensus, which had kept BRICS a
cohesive group, would be bypassed and that
BRICS would go the way of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO), where the
majority can bulldoze their views through. India
and Brazil resisted these efforts. The 2019 BRICS
Summit in Brasilia was held without any other
invited guest countries — just the five original
members. But in 2020, under the Russian
presidency, probably the first non-consensus
chair’s statement on COVID-19 was issued,

T.S. Tirumurti
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The Delhi
summit offers
India an
opportunity to
restore BRICS's
original
purpose

bypassing the sacred principle of consensus. If
non-consensus documents are increasingly
resorted to, as we saw at the BRICS Foreign
Ministers’ meeting in May 2026 in New Delhi due
to the inability of the new members to agree,
then BRICS will cease to be effective.

Membership expansion tests BRICS cohesion
But then, it was difficult to resist the Chinese
juggernaut. China pushed for the expansion of
the New Development Bank and then for the
expansion of BRICS itself. India resisted, as did
Brazil. But that was not to be, and BRICS now has
11 members, following the addition of Egypt,
Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates and Indonesia, as well as 10 partner
countries.

India’s sagacity has now been vindicated, as
the new members of BRICS have started fighting
among themselves. While the original five have
their differences, some of them serious, they
know how to address them with maturity for the
greater good of the group. The new members do
not have any such compunctions and are
subverting BRICS through their bilateral conflicts.
BRICS should not go the way of the South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC),
with bilateral disputes paralysing the group.

In addition, the tussle over the direction BRICS
should take has begun. India has tried to keep
BRICS as a “non-West” group, as opposed to the
increasing pressure from some members to turn
BRICS into an anti-West group. An anti-West slant
is becoming increasingly difficult to avoid, with
China competing with the United States for global
leadership, Russia at war with Ukraine with the
full backing of Europe, and Iran being
bombarded by the U.S. and Israel. It becomes
even harder to maintain the “non-West” line
when Brazil and India have been subjected to
punitive tariffs by U.S. President Donald Trump,
and the U.S. Congress is considering legislation
that would give the President the power to levy
punitive tariffs on countries importing Russian
oil. The question being asked is: how can India
stop BRICS from becoming anti-West at a time
when the Quad (Australia, India, Japan, the U.S.)
is being emasculated by the U.S., India-U.S.
relations are under great pressure, Pakistan is
being courted by the U.S. at India’s expense, and
global institutions are being made dysfunctional
by the West? The more erratic the U.S. is vis-a-vis
BRICS, the greater the chances of BRICS going in
the wrong direction. Fortunately, India’s effort to
prevent an anti-western drift is shared by many
other BRICS members, since they too have much
to gain by engaging with multiple actors from
different camps in their national interest. They
want change, but not geopolitical realignment
with China and Russia. This is the direction of
BRICS’s future.

But there is a much larger question. Both the
UU.S. and China are enunciating parallel visions of
the world and playing by their own rules, rather
than internationally negotiated ones. Both are, in
effect, challenging existing international norms
and global institutions and setting up parallel

08S9. India’s opportunity to put BRICS back together
BRICS %I i & Tshole FXa &I #Rd & U1 HTW

e BRICS has strayed quite far from where it started.
BRICS 319si #HeT 36827 U H1thl gT $7eeh AT g |

e To be held this weekend (September 12-13, 2026) the 18th BRICS Summit, in New Delhi,
gives India a huge opportunity to bring coherence back to the expanded group and give it
direction if it is to be an effective body in shaping global events.

3 ICdTgid (12-13 fRAdeR, 2026) o5 ool & 3mAfSid giet arelr 18at BRICS R Geaerst

structures and standards in emerging areas such
as Artificial Intelligence, digital and Internet
governance, data ownership, state control, 5G/6G
and telecom, satellite navigation, and electric
vehicles. Neither is looking for reform of existing
institutions. China has just set up a new World Al
Cooperation Organisation in Shanghai, in
addition to other parallel initiatives such as the
Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, the Belt
and Road Initiative and the Digital Silk Road,
which challenge the Bretton Woods institutions
and their governance and financing models. They
see BRICS as one of the vehicles through which to
pursue their broader goals. For example, the
push for de-dollarisation through the
establishment of a parallel BRICS currency is
receiving a lukewarm response, since many
members are uncomfortable with a
renminbi-dominated currency and would prefer
merely interlinking payment systems, central
bank digital currencies and national-currency
transactions. Nevertheless, after the success of its
pilot project, China is formally launching its
ambitious mBridge, an alternative financial
payment system. The last thing India wants is an
alternative Bretton Woods system dominated by
China.s

India can course correct BRICS

The 2026 Summit in Delhi provides an
opportunity for course correction, and India has
worked hard to persuade the new members to
overcome their political differences. In a world in
flux, India has to revive the original raison détre
of BRICS and shape the expanded grouping into a
vehicle for reform and stability, while stopping
others from hijacking it.

At the 2018 BRICS Summit in South Africa, Mr.
Modi first articulated his vision of “reformed
multilateralism” at the leaders’ retreat. By 2019,
this vision had found its way into the BRICS
Summit document in Brasilia, with India, Brazil
and South Africa pushing for it. The time has
come to revive this agenda and make BRICS a
strong voice for the “non-West” middle powers —
and, by extension, for the Global South.

In Davos, the Canadian Prime Minister spoke
about broadly West-centric middle powers
coming together. A Global South middle power is
very different. And if there is a credible
organisation of Global South middle powers, it is
BRICS. It has its problems. To begin with, China is
hardly a middle power and has disproportionate
influence within BRICS. India and China need to
find greater synergy on emerging global issues,
even as their bilateral differences are being
contained. Further, some middle powers that
ought to be there are not represented in BRICS.
However imperfect its composition may be, it is
clear that BRICS has great geopolitical and
geo-economic potential.

At a time when the profile of BRICS is only
increasing, with many countries wanting to join
it, India should proactively embrace the BRICS
reform agenda to serve its larger interest of
multi-alignment. If India does not, others will
take BRICS in a different direction.
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AR T TaeaTiRe Fogg #H O & Aeere T 3@ 3 39 e & &t veh o137 37ae JereT
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BRICS was formed to give a greater voice to Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa,
the emerging economies, in global governance and institutions, particularly financial and
economic institutions, and to aim for a more equitable multilateral order.

BRICS & 316+ STeiidl, ™, IR, et 31T gfayor arhrerr St 39T rdfegaean3it & afRas
MEeT 3 TEA3, fIAver fadh va 3nfes deam3it & 31 wardT 3marer 8o 2T 3w
m@mmwa&wr@ﬁr%mmwml

India was initially an enthusiastic participant, seeing the group as a vehicle for genuine reform
of multilateral institutions.

HIT SRS H FHRT ST $RMER AT 3N 5 TAE Y qgueha deumsit # areafas gur &
HATETH & §9 & 2Q@dT AT

The first summit hosted by India (the fourth BRICS summit), in 2012, focused on the theme
“Global Stability, Security and Prosperity,” tacitly reflecting a much broader geopolitical
canvas.

R aRT 2012 H AT Ugel FAER FFAee (T BRICS AW FA) & a9 “Global
Stability, Security and Prosperity” 2T, ST 315287 &9 & Ueh 419 HAToTailicieh TRGLY i
EIGIEICEERGIRI

The Indian presidency helped lead to the establishment of the BRICS Bank, the New
Development Bank.

HRAIT 3ET&TAT o BRICS Bank, 3rdTd New Development Bank T 19«1 H J1erre f&2m|

The emergence of the China challenge

=T T Tt T I3

However, China had other plans.
gTeilten, Al I 31 ANSATT 2|

At the time, even if it was not anti-West, China saw BRICS as a counterpoise to western
domination — a view that India also initially shared in the context of reform.

3 G, o7l €1 et aiRaa-faied et o1, AT a8 BRICS I afRer# yayea & fagey v
wfrEer o 9 H SWT AT—FUR & He3T 7 AR 1 g fSehior o urier 7 am gy |
More importantly, China needed a group such as BRICS, consisting of emerging economies,

to amplify its global ambitions, given that BRICS countries accounted for nearly 20% of world
GDP in 2010.

5ad 8t Fgcayol o1 Ig oY foh ieT bt 379+t 3R Agcarriamsit FY T & fow BRICS S
ST eTTEATHT dTel THE T ATaLTehell AT, Fhifeh 2010 F BRICS 2T &7 faea GDP #

STITHIT 20% TeFar 2|

Further, China wanted to use BRICS mechanisms such as BRICS-Plus and BRICS Outreach
to reach out to the Global South and consolidate their profile as a second pole in a future
bipolar world.

g 31faRed, = BRICS-Plus 31X BRICS Outreach S A BT ST TSl T3 b I
Sl 3R 1Ay Y gfae i gfaar & T Y g@ 4a F &9 A U H¥el o ferT et =g
7|

Suddenly, India not only had a reform agenda on its hands but also had to act as a
counterweight to China’s larger designs on BRICS.

37eITeTeh, $1Rcl o HIHe 1 helel GER FT TSIST AT, dfesh 38 BRICS & Faer # ieT 1 sardeh
TISTAIT & faeeer gfadqer & &9 & il HRf et vsT|

India, Brazil and South Africa soon realised that Chinese support for the reform of multilateral
institutions was selective.
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I, STTfier 3R GFETOT 31hrehT A STee & Aeqd fha o Sgualiy TEm3it & ur & forw e &

AT IIATHS AT

For example, China resisted supporting the three countries’ bid for permanent seats on the
United Nations Security Council.

3ETER0T & AT, Het o goT it G2l ehr FgereT Iog FIAT TRwe H TUrfY el HT graery 1 Fad
Fet o1 Taxrer fora|

Consequently, India started focusing more on BRICS consolidation and intra-BRICS matters
to resist Chinese grandstanding.

AROTHETET, R = e o fa@radl yagea 1 YR et & foIw BRICS & Fgélenior 3R
BRICS & 31idfes ATa! uX 31 &21e o 3% foham|

In fact, this year’s theme for India’s chairship has four pillars — Resilience, Innovation,
Cooperation and Sustainability — and draws on Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vision of
“Humanity First” and a “people-centric” approach to BRICS cooperation.

JIEdT H, 39 I HRA T ITETETAT T AT IR TIHT—adende, SarR, Fgar 3 fwar—
9T 3TTRA § TAUT T TUTHHAT s¥g AT & “Humanity First” 3T BRICS Tg319T & “SAA-Siga”
giSeior & gfveahIT F IR &

In addition, there was a real danger that the principle of consensus, which had kept BRICS a
cohesive group, would be bypassed and that BRICS would go the way of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO), where the majority can bulldoze their views through.

g8 3R, arediash @ar Ig o fo wdwwafa w1 Reurd, S8 BRICS &1 Thole Tfg
AT IW@T AT, eXfohaTk Y fear et 31k BRICS 8 Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO)%WWWW,aﬁagﬂHmﬁaﬁa#aﬂquﬁwwmﬁl

India and Brazil resisted these efforts.

R 3R SToler F 57 wramaT St faxer fram)

The 2019 BRICS Summit in Brasilia was held without any other invited guest countries — just
the five original members.

2019 # srfiferaT & BRICS wmmmmﬁmmwmmﬁ@_
SHH Shdol Ul Hel HGHT ATTA A

But in 2020, under the Russian presidency, probably the first non-consensus chair’s
statement on COVID-19 was issued, bypassing the sacred principle of consensus.

st 2020 & Y 37€TTAT & ERIeT COVID-19 X FHI: Ugell I-T4@+FA reeiTr aaaea
SRY TR 312, foreet FaEFaAfa & Fgcaqur Rigyid i eXfhar & fea

If non-consensus documents are increasingly resorted to, as we saw at the BRICS Foreign
Ministers’ meeting in May 2026 in New Delhi due to the inability of the new members to
agree, then BRICS will cease to be effective.

Ife -TEGFAT STARSAN FT TedT TERT o1 AT §, ST 6 7S 2026 7 773 feoeh & BRICS
Tacer AT T S5 H T Tt & S TEAT o §1 UTel o HROT WM 31T, AF BRICS THTET

el 3§ SITTaT|

Membership expansion tests BRICS cohesion
HEFIAT fAFAR & BRICS Y TahsfedT 1 aliatr oft

But then, it was difficult to resist the Chinese juggernaut.
fheT 58k TG, et T3TT Y Taermer AfeFd o1 9faRTer Tt wide T

China pushed for the expansion of the New Development Bank and then for the expansion of
BRICS itself.

T o ggel New Development Bank & fa¥ar 31 iy ¥@d BRICS & fa¥dR 9 3R feam|
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India resisted, as did Brazil.
R o g8 farer foma, Star foh smefier o o famam

But that was not to be, and BRICS now has 11 members, following the addition of Egypt,
Ethiopia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates and Indonesia, as well as 10 partner
countries.

AfehaT UAT AT & TehT 31X 31 BRICS # 11 ey §, fo=13y [, s, su, 93dr 3R,
TYFT IR IR 3R ST & Wr-A1Y 10 WIFIGR 2 81 ennfdret &1

India’s sagacity has now been vindicated, as the new members of BRICS have started
fighting among themselves.

mm@rqmﬁmaﬁvﬁag@%anﬁ%BRlcsa:avaawmﬁmﬁaﬂﬁaﬁ%”l

While the original five have their differences, some of them serious, they know how to
address them with maturity for the greater good of the group.

e e i He ! & o #ade 8, foaTa $o 718X o €, he o 3 wogg & = e & faw
IROeFadr & T AT TATHTA T STeTd & |

The new members do not have any such compunctions and are subverting BRICS through
their bilateral conflicts.

AT T 7 U IS 5T 6T & 3R T 379 gfavafr @ust & AregdA F BRICS Y FAAR F:X
Wl

BRICS should not go the way of the South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC), with bilateral disputes paralysing the group.

BRICS @I South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) &I g sTgT sefell
a1few, T8t gfauali faarer o g 1 o SaT feam B

In addition, the tussle over the direction BRICS should take has begun.

g8 TR, BRICS T foha fermm # 31T st =ifg v, 58 S Wiaae & 81 78 ¢

India has tried to keep BRICS as a “non-West” group, as opposed to the increasing pressure
from some members to turn BRICS into an anti-West group.

HRA & BRICS 1 Ueh “dR-afeasll” g 910 Tt &1 yarg R 8, Siafh o @eed BRICS
FT qiReaH-RA §HF 7 Jeor & (T SedT gara 7 | £

An anti-West slant is becoming increasingly difficult to avoid, with China competing with the
United States for global leadership, Russia at war with Ukraine with the full backing of
Europe, and Iran being bombarded by the U.S. and Israel.

qfRera-fae gehta & ST TITAR ST gIcT 517 8T &, Fifeh et diRaeh Aea o AT AR
o AT FTTETeT &Y 6T &, §F JUT o o7 FHLI & AT Pohel o AL JeH H ¢ IR A W
HARGHT TAT SRS GIRT THINY T 51T @Y 8

It becomes even harder to maintain the “non-West” line when Brazil and India have been
subjected to punitive tariffs by U.S. President Donald Trump, and the U.S. Congress is
considering legislation that would give the President the power to levy punitive tariffs on
countries importing Russian oil.

ST SiTeter 3R AR 1 AR Isgufar Donald Trump EaRT &8TcA® ¢ T HTHAT AT T3T
& 3R 3TARERT AT T Hlefed W FATR I QY & ST Aoyl st FAT ol AT hled dlel ST T
gaTcAs TR o i orfa ¢am, e “A-aRa#y” $&@ §aTT 1@= 3R o Hfsa &y Sar gl

The question being asked is: how can India stop BRICS from becoming anti-West at a time
when the Quad (Australia, India, Japan, the U.S.) is being emasculated by the U.S., India-
U.S. relations are under great pressure, Pakistan is being courted by the U.S. at India’s
expense, and global institutions are being made dysfunctional by the West?

HaTel Tg 31T ST &7 & O FAT 7 9 BRICS &I qftas-fatie!) aorar & $& & wavar &, 519
Quad (3TeeTeraT, ARd, ST, 3AREHT) T HARDT GaRT HHAAR AT AT @ &, ART-HART

GeeT AT gara A §, 9Rd 1 HAT W IIfhEreT Sl TR SaRT 3791 FHIS AT 7 QT 8
3R af¥as garT 3fRae TEAT3T FT FFMRTHS TATIT 1T IET &2
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The more erratic the U.S. is vis-a-vis BRICS, the greater the chances of BRICS going in the
wrong direction.

BRICS & T 37 ReRr forda 31 srfafRaa 3ilv iR glerm, BRICS & arara feem & sier fir
THTIAT 3d=iT aF 371 gt

Fortunately, India’s effort to prevent an anti-western drift is shared by many other BRICS
members, since they too have much to gain by engaging with multiple actors from different
camps in their national interest.

Hlemoa &, af¥asr-faet gama Y At FT HRA FT T $S 317 BRICS HerdT g 8 ars
foham ST &, F3iifeh 319 ey Tt #F fafdiest et o 3reieh Tail & T S5 3o¢ 8fY hIhr ofrer

STCcl &Y Fehell 8|

They want change, but not geopolitical realignment with China and Russia.

3 afaeer amea 8, At et 3 w0 & a1 sy-verehfas gaeieor 7@t argd|

This is the direction of BRICS'’s future.

TEI BRICS & aAfasy #Y faem |

But there is a much larger question.

AfereT 3ad o a3 weet HlS[E B

Both the U.S. and China are enunciating parallel visions of the world and playing by their own
rules, rather than internationally negotiated ones.

3R 3R et ST gferam & forT FATATAR 3RO T T @ & 3R IHATET ER W
ST & T 2T & SO 379=-3194 forareii & 31eTaR R a2 @ &

Both are, in effect, challenging existing international norms and global institutions and setting
up parallel structures and standards in emerging areas such as Atrtificial Intelligence, digital

and Internet governance, data ownership, state control, 5G/6G and telecom, satellite
navigation, and electric vehicles.

arEcd #, At AT HARTSET AlTest 3R IRaw deamst # gotdt S @ & qurspha

ge i, 3fSed 3R getae aree, 3e1 FIfAcd, Isy @80T, 5G/6G 3R gIH@TR, 3998
AN TUT gATFEh aTgalt S 3R &3 7 FATATTR T 3R ATF TaT 7 @
Neither is looking for reform of existing institutions.

5ot d { 1S ot FHioTer FEAT3T o FUR T e & qareRd g

China has just set up a new World Al Cooperation Organisation in Shanghai, in addition to
other parallel initiatives such as the Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, the Belt and Road

Initiative and the Digital Silk Road, which challenge the Bretton Woods institutions and their
governance and financing models.

=T & g1l &Y & 2EmS 7 Uk 57T World Al Cooperation Organisation T1d fRar g, @
31faRed Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, Belt and Road Initiative 3il¥ Digital Silk
Road o1& 37T THTAR Ugal AT &, ST Bretton Woods HEATHT 4T 3% AmEeT 31T faaaiwor
HAiser &1 Foltell &t 81

They see BRICS as one of the vehicles through which to pursue their broader goals.

3 BRICS T 37961 cqT9& @841 Y R TgI & ATEIAT 7 & Th & &9 H 4T ¢

For example, the push for de-dollarisation through the establishment of a parallel BRICS
currency is receiving a lukewarm response, since many members are uncomfortable with a
renminbi-dominated currency and would prefer merely interlinking payment systems, central
bank digital currencies and national-currency transactions.

3CTE0T & AT, Teh HATATAR BRICS FaT Y TATIAT & ATEAHT § SN-SToIgoreret i 3&TIhd 331
FIGIER IR RS a’a’iﬁ?%‘émiﬂﬁ?&-mﬂﬁmﬁaaﬁ IR 3 e & 3R ahad Syt
vonferat, Frr d FBforee A aur U761 AET F AW FH FASH Y IrATHERAT S

Nevertheless, after the success of its pilot project, China is formally launching its ambitious
mBridge, an alternative financial payment system.
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Y 81T, 379eT UTele UItare hl TheldT o d1G diel 39T HgcdThiail mBridge, Teh Jehfode
Tarefier ${aTCTeT JoTTel, T 3TeTRes &9 & Y& < TET &

The last thing India wants is an alternative Bretton Woods system dominated by China.

HRT Forll el T8 ISt &l TTEcT &, a8 ¢ e & WaIcd arell 3 Teae Bretton Woods SqawT|

India can course correct BRICS
R BRICS #I 2 ! FUR Ahet &

The 2026 Summit in Delhi provides an opportunity for course correction, and India has
worked hard to persuade the new members to overcome their political differences.

feeelr 37 2026 T RAITT FFCIT REe-FUR T AW TSI Il § 3R AR of A0 HewdT Hl
379 TsTettfcioh HANGT & SR 3601 o [oIT oM Tlet gf hTohT T Foham 8|

In a world in flux, India has to revive the original raison d’étre of BRICS and shape the
expanded grouping into a vehicle for reform and stability, while stopping others from hijacking
it.

ST & Seerch gferam 7 $7R T BRICS & 7 AT¥dcd & 3527 (raison d’étre) FT Jeioiiiacd
AT BT 3R TAEATRA Tofg 1 GUR T FUTAT & ATEAH & &9 H TR AT G191, TTY & gah
T 3 39T 36231 & ToIT g5t & AdhedT 1T

At the 2018 BRICS Summit in South Africa, Mr. Modi first articulated his vision of “reformed
multilateralism” at the leaders’ retreat.

2018 H gI&0T 31hienT H 3TANTST BRICS RIWR TFAelst H AT AT o Ugell IR A3 hr 95 #
“reformed multilateralism” ¥ 3191 g8 FE I

By 2019, this vision had found its way into the BRICS Summit document in Brasilia, with
India, Brazil and South Africa pushing for it.

2019 d% g gfSe areiforar & BRICS fr@x ¥# e aedmdsr 7 enfae &t arg oY, o fow
R, SToiTer 3R gf&yoT 3nhTerT & SR fe=m |

The time has come to revive this agenda and make BRICS a strong voice for the “non-West”
middle powers — and, by extension, for the Global South.

379 HAG I IATE o 38 Tois 1 Gersiifad fmar S 3 BRICS 1 “d-afRasly e aferaat
YT TR Telad W3 Y AT HTETST FA11 ST

In Davos, the Canadian Prime Minister spoke about broadly West-centric middle powers
coming together.

Davos # FeTsl & UTTHA o cgeh &9 & IRaH-F i 7eq afFadi & vahoe @1 &1 a1 i
A Global South middle power is very different.

Tlao A3Y Y ALY AfFT STY HhT T gl o

And if there is a credible organisation of Global South middle powers, it is BRICS.

3R Ife Telteer T3y T ALY AfFATT #1 FIS fAeawT GIrsa ¢, df 98 BRICS &1

It has its problems.

T TTHA FATIW ¢ |

To begin with, China is hardly a middle power and has disproportionate influence within
BRICS.

T Ug, T oIE & 1S ALy afFd & 3R BRICS & HidX 36HT THIT 31691 §9 & 310 &

India and China need to find greater synergy on emerging global issues, even as their
bilateral differences are being contained.

R 3R e Y 38R ARG Feel TR e drerdier TS FIA BT ITARIRAT &, 371 81 3eTh
gfauaiha Aqder 1 fafa fear s Er e
Further, some middle powers that ought to be there are not represented in BRICS.

g8 JTaRed, Fo 0 #aeg afFaat 5w BRICS & giar @1few, 3 g6 yfafaftea we wadh €1
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¢ However imperfect its composition may be, it is clear that BRICS has great geopolitical and
geo-economic potential.

gaaﬁrmzrr%faa?ﬁyq\u‘rg‘r,agw%%emcsﬁg—m:ﬁﬁa:aﬂu{-mmaga

JfaF g

e At atime when the profile of BRICS is only increasing, with many countries wanting to join it,
India should proactively embrace the BRICS reform agenda to serve its larger interest of

multi-alignment.

Y GHY H 59 BRICS F¥ Raeh IfasaT a9ImaR 9¢ @ § 317 3 22 353 e @ agd &,
HIT Y =T TR TE-FXGOT (multi-alignment) & & &I it & fv BRICS & FUR Tois &I
aferT § F 319411 IR0

e If India does not, others will take BRICS in a different direction.

e AR VAT T8T hIdT &, dl 3T 32 BRICS Y fordY 3rerer feem 7 o STt

Why is BRICS exploring cross-border payments?

How do cross-border payments work? What are the instructions between banks and costs

involved in each step? How have transaction times reduced? Why does BRICS want to change the

system? What alternatives are being explored? What does India propose?

Srinivasan Ramani

The story so far:
he 18th BRICS summit in New Delhi to
be held in September, with India as
the Chair, is expected to push for
mechanisms to facilitate cross-border
payments between members, including links
between digital payment systems and central
bank digital currencies (CBDCs), according to a
report in The Hindu businessLine. Ahead of the
summit, finance ministries’ and central bank
representatives from BRICS countries met in
Jaipur on August 12-13 to discuss financial
cooperation, payments, and the wider use of
national currencies in settling trade between
members.

How do current cross-border payments
work?

Sending money from one country to another
requires a chain of transactions. Let’s say, an
importer in Cape Town is buying passenger cars
from an exporter in Chennai. The payment does
not travel directly from the South African bank
to the Indian one. It travels via a series of
intermediaries called correspondent banks that
hold accounts with each other. Since the South
African bank does not hold an account with the
Indian one (and vice versa), the payment is
routed through a larger international bank that
deals with both and is typically headquartered
in London or New York. Because very few banks
hold both rupees and rand, the payment
involves converting rand to dollars and dollars
to rupees where, in essence, the dollar acts like
a vehicle currency, even though no American is
involved in the trade.

‘What is SWIFT?

Now, apart from the money, there are also
instructions that travel between the banks. This
is handled by SWIFT (Society for Worldwide
Interbank Financial Telecommunication), which

The 2024
BRICS report
under
Russia’s
chairmanship
argued that
this part of
the financial
system is
monopolised
by a single
institution,
raising
transaction
costs

PM Narendra Modi, Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva and South
African President Cyril Ramaphosa at the BRICS Summit in Brazil in 2025. PTI

in New Delhi to be held in September, with India as the Chair, is expected to push for

is a Belgium-based cooperative and overseen by
the National Bank of Belgium along with the
G-10 central banks, including the U.S. Federal
Reserve. SWIFT is a messaging network, like a
secure post-office. It enables institutions to
exchange payment instructions through it and
settle amounts separately. It is used directly by
more than 11,000 institutions in over 200
countries. Smaller banks reach it indirectly
through larger banks that are part of the SWIFT
network, which is why it has become crucial and
hard to displace.

What are the costs involved in each step?
Every intermediary charges a fee and the
currencies are converted twice (rand to dollar
and dollar to rupees). So the foreign exchange
margins are paid twice. A 2019 BRICS survey of
cross-border payment systems, conducted by
Brazil, found that Brazilian respondents
reported foreign exchange margins of 2.5% with
the figure rising to 8.5% for payments in Africa
and, in some cases, as high as 20%.

While speed of transactions used to be a
major issue, SWIFT claims that its SWIFT Global
Payments Innovation has helped reduce
transaction times significantly. Some structural
delays remain even as the transaction chain has
also become thinner. The Bank for International
Settlements (BIS) found that active
correspondent banking relationships fell by 20%
between 2011 and 2018 with regional declines
varying from 12% to 30% and Latin America
being the worst affected. The reasons for this
decline were largely commercial. Payment
volumes kept growing during this period, even
as they travelled through a smaller network.

Why does BRICS want to change this system?
For developing economies, though, payments in
a handful of dominant currencies such as the
U.S. dollar, the euro and the Japanese yen
expose countries to the monetary policies of the
countries that issue them. The 2024 BRICS
report under Russia’s chairmanship argued that
this part of the financial system is monopolised
by a single institution, raising transaction costs.
Alternatives to the system suffer from the fact
that they have to convince a large number of
banks and regulators to join before being useful.
A bank that uses an alternative system to deal
with sanctioned entities — several Russian banks
were cut off from SWIFT in 2022, following
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine — also risks
sanctions, which deters others from joining. A
sanctions-hit Russia has pushed hardest for an
alternative and is also the reason why others are
wary of joining one.

What changes can be envisaged in the BRICS
discussions?

The idea being explored is a payment system
where, instead of payments moving through
several correspondent banks with dollar
conversions, national payment systems would
connect to each other directly. This could be
done in pairs as India and Singapore have
already done for remittances by linking the
former’s Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and
the latter’s PayNow systems. But building
bilateral systems individually will not scale
appropriately.

An alternative could be via a shared hub that
each country joins. One such effort is Project
Nexus, designed by the BIS and handed over to a
company set up by six central banks, including
India’s Reserve Bank of India. It is set to go live
only in 2027. Notably, it is not a BRICS initiative.

The BRICS discussions would extend this idea
to the use of central bank digital currencies.
Here, central banks issue digital versions of their
currencies for use between banks - a settlement
asset, not the retail digital rupee held by
individuals — and exchange them on a common
platform. Both legs of a currency swap would
occur at the same instant or not at all, removing
the risk of paying out before the other side pays,
which speeds up settlement and reduces the
capital banks must set aside against such
transactions.

The 2024 BRICS report claims transactions
settled this way would yield significant cost
savings. Only one such platform runs today -
mBridge, built by the BIS with the central banks
of China, Thailand, Hong Kong, and the UAE,
which the BIS handed to its participants and left
in October 2024. Over 95% of its settlement
volume is in China's digital yuan, according to
People’s Bank of China figures reported by
Reuters.

The Kazan declaration of BRICS in 2024
agreed to “discuss and study the feasibility” of
an independent settlement system called BRICS
Clear, but the Rio declaration the following year
did not mention it.

What is India’s position?
India’s own proposal, reported in January, is that
members link their CBDCs for trade and tourism
payments. Indian officials have been careful to
frame the payment systems as a means of
cutting transaction costs and speeding up
settlement rather than as initiatives to displace
the dollar — even as Russian proposals, and
those of some Brazilian economists, have gone
further, towards alternative financial systems
that would reduce dependence on the dollar.
U.S. President Donald Trump, in November
2024, had threatened to impose 100% tariffs on
BRICS countries if they moved away from the
dollar and a further 10% tariff on countries
aligning with vaguely defined “anti-American”
BRICS policies during last year’s Rio summit.
The threats were not carried out. But even
though they were not targeted at payment
systems, this could perhaps be a reason why
Indian officials have framed discussions only as
a matter of reducing transaction costs.

08S9.
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mechanisms to facilitate cross-border payments between members, including links between
digital payment systems and central bank digital currencies (CBDCs), according to a report
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in The Hindu businessLine.

TSR 7 15 ool 7 R ST TEJETdT & JATSId gle aTel 184 BRICS 1@ WFaAd 7 TeTd
&2t & &frer HIAT-IR AT 1 T Tollot ATell STTEATIHT T 31T TGTT STTet ht FHTEAT 8, ForasT
f3fSreet sgerart yomforat ik Ferr I fBfSree qamsit (CBDCs) & drar dush Turfie ova oft
ATA &, ST T & g foreieiensst T veh Rue & sdrr g

Ahead of the summit, finance ministries’ and central bank representatives from BRICS
countries met in Jaipur on August 12-13 to discuss financial cooperation, payments, and
the wider use of national currencies in settling trade between members.

RIEY GFAeT ¥ Ugd, BRICS 221t & fae #amerdt 3iR Fd dot & gfaf@foat & 12-13 3prea
SRR A Yook 1, Torae farediar weaer, spardier T Feey oxif & o sa1aR & fAvere & I
HeT3T & caTeh 3L R T Y TS|

How do current cross-border payments work?

FAATT HIAT-UR $[ITATT FH FTH FIA &7

Sending money from one country to another requires a chain of transactions.

Teh & A AR S H o] AoTel o ToIT SieT-CeT ohT Teh AT hl HTARTehT Blell o |

Let’s say, an importer in Cape Town is buying passenger cars from an exporter in Chennai.
AT NIV, HUCI3T H Teh AT DTS & Teh [ATdh & IET N TG @8

The payment does not travel directly from the South African bank to the Indian one.

$TITCITET T STRYOT 3TAIHT ek & TR o A 1T STl ¢ |

It travels via a series of intermediaries called correspondent banks that hold accounts with
each other.

g FREYTeSC AT e STleT dTel HEAEAT bl Teh STl & ATETH A ST &, [ieTeh Teh-g@ o Ird
T gd gl
Since the South African bank does not hold an account with the Indian one (and vice versa),

the payment is routed through a larger international bank that deals with both and is typically
headquartered in London or New York.

Hfeh STETOT 3TIhTehT deh T IR deh 3 WICT =161 Bl & 3R 38 faolicT ot e €1 8, gafaiw
$ITCTToT Teh U §3 HAISCIY sleh oh HTEZH F ST SIIcAT & ST eledl oh A1 Se-Sef el ¢ 3R
TSRt HEATeId AHI: Fieat I =gdieh & g &

Because very few banks hold both rupees and rand, the payment involves converting rand to

dollars and dollars to rupees where, in essence, the dollar acts like a vehicle currency,
even though no American is involved in the trade.

<Afeh gt A b & I F9Y 3R T3 AT 1T &, SATAIT AT H {3 Y STer 3 3R e Y
T F YRl AT A EIelT &, ST61 Heldl: STeR Uk aTel HaT (vehicle currency) & &7 &
P AT E, Hol & 5 AR F Fig 3ARDT geT nfAer 7 &1l

What is SWIFT?
SWIFT &1 82

Now, apart from the money, there are also instructions that travel between the banks.
319, 9T & 37T, Sl & a1 feer o ot ST 81

This is handled by SWIFT (Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial
Telecommunication), which is a Belgium-based cooperative and overseen by the National
Bank of Belgium along with the G-10 central banks, including the U.S. Federal Reserve.

38 SWIFT (Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecommunication) aRT aTfeld
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ThaT SITAT &, ST Sfootad U U Tghil TTAT § 3R Tt ThRTET sieeTe da 36 Sfooras
aam 3R hete Rad afgd G-10 Flr dot garT Fr AT &

SWIFT is a messaging network, like a secure post-office.
SWIFT Teh HEA-AYOT AeTH ¢, ST Ueh GRI&TT SThER T g R FAT S |

It enables institutions to exchange payment instructions through it and settle amounts
separately.

g TEAT3T T 5T ATCTH W 3911 Haell ARt b TeTat-Fere et AR ARIGT 1 Jrerer &
fAIeTeT e 7 JeTH FATT B

It is used directly by more than 11,000 institutions in over 200 countries.

200 & 37f2es g2if # 11,000 & 3170 TEATT SHHT TcdaT FI ¥ 3T Hcll 8l

Smaller banks reach it indirectly through larger banks that are part of the SWIFT network,
which is why it has become crucial and hard to displace.

B dF SWIFT Seddh & fREdT seTet aTel 93 Sl & FATETH A 319cTeT 9 & SHFHT 39T HId &,

TGN FHROT & foh Ig 31 Fgea ol AR 58 AT a1 Hide &1 AT 8|

What are the costs involved in each step?

IS 0T H AR dRrG FAT 82

Every intermediary charges a fee and the currencies are converted twice (rand to dollar and
dollar to rupees).

TS AETEY Yo ol § i Fer3it i & IR TRafid fhar Sirar g—{s & sfo R sTerR
I H|

So the foreign exchange margins are paid twice.

58 R fardelt e fafererr anfSter 1 epatarret & IR e IS R |

A 2019 BRICS survey of cross-border payment systems, conducted by Brazil, found that
Brazilian respondents reported foreign exchange margins of 2.5% with the figure rising to
8.5% for payments in Africa and, in some cases, as high as 20%.

STSilel S@RT 2019 # T 3T AAT-UR $[3TclT=T YOTTerdl & Teh BRICS T&T0T # 9127 31T foh
SITStTeT o STRETc3il a1 2.5% Tadelt T AfSter S e &, STafeh 37hreht ¥ 8garcret & fow g

37ThaT I 8. S%ETWBWWWJ#ZO%WWWI

While speed of transactions used to be a major |ssue SWIFT claims that its SWIFT Global
Payments Innovation has helped reduce transaction times significantly.

gm?ﬁ?aﬂ-aaaﬁr?r%qﬁwqa@aﬂ?mgaﬂmaﬂ, SWIFT &1 &raT & fob 39% SWIFT
Global Payments Innovation = oisT-cel o T T T FHd el H HGG I g

Some structural delays remain even as the transaction chain has also become thinner.
eT-2eT T HToll o 3Tk HETC &1 SiTel & Taole Ho AldelcHe Teid 38l Sﬂaﬁgtf%“l

The Bank for International Settlements (BIS) found that active correspondent banking
relationships fell by 20% between 2011 and 2018 with regional declines varying from 12% to
30% and Latin America being the worst affected.

Bank for International Settlements (BIS) = 9T foh 2011 3R 2018 & & ftha TAleac
Sfher Taet 7 20% FH FAY 373, THTH &I AT 12% T 30% & fi W 3T et 3raARenr
HEH TP T 3T

The reasons for this decline were largely commercial.

3d fITae & FRUT AETd: afofeas® I

Payment volumes kept growing during this period, even as they travelled through a smaller
network.

S 37ATY & SR $JITCTeT T HTHT FIAR TGcil WG, STelfech I Teh BIC Acdeh & HICIH § Fellferd
g @
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Why does BRICS want to change this system?
BRICS 39 YUTTelY ! &4\ agelelT ITadT 87

For developing economies, though, payments in a handful of dominant currencies such as the
U.S. dollar, the euro and the Japanese yen expose countries to the monetary policies of the
countries that issue them.

greiich, faenrariier srdeaaesit o fow AR ST, T 3N ST AT SIE Hes Tog@ it
1 ST TeT W 27 3T R Sy iRy wiferat & wema 3 317 ST € S 39 AT ARy A B
The 2024 BRICS report under Russia’s chairmanship argued that this part of the financial
system is monopolised by a single institution, raising transaction costs.

& Y 3reeTaT F SINY 2024 HY BRICS NAYE 3 Tk fer arar fop fahr qomely &1 Ig f@ear et
TEAT & Y3Tca A ¢, THaH olef-&af T AT e o

Alternatives to the system suffer from the fact that they have to convince a large number of
banks and regulators to join before being useful.

T YUTlell & [ashedl I TAEaT I8 & Toh 3TN dat & Ugel 3og 957 T&AT H dopi 3R foramaent
P SHH A 8leT & ToIT HgHT T ISl g |

A bank that uses an alternative system to deal with sanctioned entities — several Russian
banks were cut off from SWIFT in 2022, following Russia’s invasion of Ukraine — also risks
sanctions, which deters others from joining.

St i gfaa it GEam3i & A1 o8 X & folw fordll Janfeadh ToTTelr T 39197 ddl o—&d
GART Fohel I JTHACT & &G 2022 F &S T el 3l SWIFT F 370197 Y fem aram ar—34 o
giaeel &1 SNTEH T &, S 377 GEATHT T 7T 2MAeT gl ¥ gdicarad adr &

A sanctions-hit Russia has pushed hardest for an alternative and is also the reason why
others are wary of joining one.

gfaeat & ganfaa &7 o e dehfeds Jomel & fow g 310e SR fear g iR I sroT o &
op 31 o U fordY Jomel & enfArer gsy &l oo T &

What changes can be envisaged in the BRICS discussions?

BRICS TaT3it A foet acomal Y Fouar Y ST TFdT &2

The idea being explored is a payment system where, instead of payments moving through
several correspondent banks with dollar conversions, national payment systems would
connect to each other directly.

T8 farar o) ferame fenaar ST 3@ €, g Ol $19TaTTeT YoTrel & Foeal $1aTciiail b oh hidEdiese seht
3R STeR & STAROT 6 ATCTH § FSTet & ol AR FITTer Fonferar der var-g@ & 3|
This could be done in pairs as India and Singapore have already done for remittances by
linking the former’s Unified Payments Interface (UPI) and the latter's PayNow systems.

o5 212 &1 3 e R o e, ST o TR 3R RITGR o Srwor 35 v g € v &, e
$RT T Unified Payments Interface (UPI) 3R fRITqR & PayNow JoTferdt &I siisT aram g |
But building bilateral systems individually will not scale appropriately.

AAfehet Tl 52T & AT HeTT-37c19T & IAT&NT GOt a1l 3fad ¥k de faeaiRa =gt g
qraaT|

An alternative could be via a shared hub that each country joins.

Teh [dehod Ueh TSI &9 &1 TohalT 8, Tordel ucdieh 221 emfdeT gl

One such effort is Project Nexus, designed by the BIS and handed over to a company set up
by six central banks, including India’s Reserve Bank of India.

UHT € Teh 94T Project Nexus g, f BIS & OIR foha § 3R o7 Fdig dot gart vuifid v
FYAT T T fear I §, ST 9Ra &1 AR Rt S ofr enfaer §1
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e |tis setto go live onlyin 2027.
S8 shael 2027 H Y& el I THGAT E

e Notably, it is not a BRICS initiative.
Hgcaqul &9 &, Ig BRICS &I 6ol w161 ¢

¢ The BRICS discussions would extend this idea to the use of central bank digital currencies.
BRICS T 7= 36 faaR &1 Fdrw da f3foreer Fgmait & 3uiier ae faward et

e Here, central banks issue digital versions of their currencies for use between banks — a
settlement asset, not the retail digital rupee held by individuals — and exchange them on a
common platform.

SEH T e 391 HeT3it & TSToTeel HERoT ST ohtet &, ToieTeht Suiiar et & afrer foham ST
t—3e Ueh et aR@afay e 8, o & safaraai & ura w&l s areh ger feforee s far—
3R 3¢ v e Fg W) Afaay foear Srar g

e Both legs of a currency swap would occur at the same instant or not at all, removing the risk

of paying out before the other side pays, which speeds up settlement and reduces the capital
banks must set aside against such transactions.

HeT TATa o el vaT Ueh &1 Gog O HYoof a1 AT Tooshel w7gT giel, forady ger et & 8{araiial
TE ol 3ITCATeT X ol ST STYH HATC g1 ST, 56 fadera it arfay a3aft 3R 0 -8 & forw
ST T 373 T I3 arely Joit off e gl |

e The 2024 BRICS report claims transactions settled this way would yield significant cost
savings.

2024 &1 BRICS RE &1 &rar § o 50 adie & fAdert a1 e -3e1 & amre 7 Ageaqet aea giah|

e Only one such platform runs today — mBridge, built by the BIS with the central banks of
China, Thailand, Hong Kong, and the UAE, which the BIS handed to its participants and left in
October 2024.

37T U Shadl Teh &1 UTTel TTfold e—mBridge, TS BIS & T, arsels, geTehiar 31X UAE &
HART et 3w FAcTeRT aeTra o, for BIS o 3r@Fea 2024 # 38as gfaenforat & wiv fear siw
TIT ST 37el9T g T

o Over 95% of its settlement volume is in China’s digital yuan, according to People’s Bank of
China figures reported by Reuters.

{aed garT RAe & 71T People’s Bank of China & 31iehst & 38R, 38 95% W iftrs
foraere &1 afeqw i #1 Bfea g 7 7
e The Kazan declaration of BRICS in 2024 agreed to “discuss and study the feasibility” of an

independent settlement system called BRICS Clear, but the Rio declaration the following year
did not mention it.

2024 &Y Feilel B0 & BRICS &t BRICS Clear ATHF T TadT AUersT Yumely $r “a= 3k
SIGERIAT T JETIA” et I TEHAT chard T &Y, ifeheT 379Ter a¥ I AT 9IoT F 3THT Seo@
g1 forar aram|

What is India’s position?
R T TG F4T &2

¢ India’s own proposal, reported in January, is that members link their CBDCs for trade and
tourism payments.

STeTardy 7 ROTE fohT 91T R & 391 Y&Td & 3TER, HeTg a2l 1 eguR AR gdesT Fae
8Tl & TIT 3191 CBDCs &1 3T9H H ST =1fg T

¢ Indian officials have been careful to frame the payment systems as a means of cutting
transaction costs and speeding up settlement rather than as initiatives to displace the dollar
— even as Russian proposals, and those of some Brazilian economists, have gone further,
towards alternative financial systems that would reduce dependence on the dollar.
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ARG TR o aTareT Jonferdt 1 STeR I FaeAT et Y Tgel & FTT Aet-&eT HY
AT FA T AR Trderer A afe agm F @ree & T F Tedd Fa F Qraerreh sl g—eTeliie
& e 3R o ST erans el & Tedia SH 379 e T dehfoudh faud d=t
feem 7 §, 3 sTelk W fAeRaT & T FLaN

U.S. President Donald Trump, in November 2024, had threatened to impose 100% tariffs on
BRICS countries if they moved away from the dollar and a further 10% tariff on countries
aligning with vaguely defined “anti-American” BRICS policies during last year's Rio summit.

AR Tsgufa SiedTes ¢ o Faay 2024 7 gaht & o i3 afe BRICS d2r STok @ g o1 &, o
319X 100% R o1 Siree 3R Ao av & Ray ey @@t & gkt 3ease s 3
R “3ARRT-FaRIEN BRICS &Il & A1y s+ arel 231 R 3faRere 10% R wmmam
SITTATT|

The threats were not carried out.

ST erATRTT ol SI19] AET fehaT aram|

But even though they were not targeted at payment systems, this could perhaps be a reason
why Indian officials have framed discussions only as a matter of reducing transaction costs.

Akt 7ol €1 I TATRIT STl JOTTOT hT SATET hleh 11 &r a1$ T, T 3 Hararer: TE weh

$ROT &Y hdT & o IR 31FHIRT o T34 Y Shgel AeT-SeT Y AT FH FI & AT & &

ﬁ‘?ﬂ@?—fﬁ»‘m%l
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What could have prompted the latest hike in LPG prices?
LPG Frrat # Tefierarst gefer T FHIROT 4T 81 Hhell 82

C. Rangarajan flags fewer regional rural banks as ‘a step in the wrong direction’

Balasubramanyam C.P.
CHENNAIL

Former Reserve Bank of In-
dia Governor C. Rangara-
jan has criticised the con-
solidation of Regional
Rural Banks (RRBs), saying
the move has undermined
their local and regional
character and could even-
tually lead to their merger
with universal banks.
“What has happened to
Regional Rural Banks?” Mr.
Rangarajan asked while
speaking at an event in
Chennai marking the 10th

08S9

anniversary of Equitas
Small Finance Bank.

He said RRBs had now
been merged, leaving one
RRB per State. In one case,
he said, the parent bank
had also absorbed the
RRB. “To me, this is a step
in the wrong direction,” he
said.
“It essentially loses the
local and regional charac-
ter of these banks, and ulti-
mately they may get
merged with the universal
banks as well”

RRBs were originally set
up with the idea that their

direction’

. WIS o & JrEior dFY Fr gedt TEAT F aTord QT F ISR I FeA 91T

local character would help
distribute credit more
evenly, Mr. Rangarajan
said. He also recalled that
the evolution of credit pro-
vision to vulnerable and
weaker sections had in-
volved several institutional
initiatives, including bank
nationalisation, ~priority-
sector credit, RRBs, Local
Area  Banks, self-help
groups and, subsequently,
small finance banks.
According to a July 2025
written reply in the Lok
Sabha by Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman, the

government has progres-
sively consolidated Region-
al Rural Banks (RRBs) since
2005 to improve their op-
erational viability and take
advantage of economies of
scale. In the first phase of
amalgamation, between
2005 and 2010, the num-
ber of RRBs was reduced
from 196 to 82, while sub-
sequent phases brought
the number down further.
Under the latest ‘One State-
One RRB’ phase, the num-
ber was reduced from 43 to
28, effective May 1, 2025.
Mr. Rangarajan also

called on the Reserve Bank
of India to consider ways to
incentivise the setting up
of small finance banks, say-
ing their current numbers
would not be sufficient to
meet unmet credit needs.

“There is something we
must do about SFBs. I be-
lieve they will have a role
to play,” he said.

He said there were cur-
rently only 11 small finance
banks, adding that this
would not be encugh to
meet the unmet credit
needs of the sector.

He said that small fi-

nance banks today have an
obligation to fulfil the same
set of conditions as univer-
sal banks. Unless prospec-
tive promoters were motiv-
ated by other
considerations, he said,
there would be little incen-
tive to set up such banks.
“So, I would appeal to
the Reserve Bank of India
to look at how to incentiv-
ise the setting up of small
finance banks,” he said.
Mr. Rangarajan said the
aspiration of SFBs to even-
tually become universal
banks was not a problem.

“There is nothing wrong
with that. I am not com-
plaining,” he said.

He added that the per-
formance of SFBs in their
mandated areas would
count and said they had
done extremely well in the
areas in which they were
required to work.

The former chairman of
the Prime Minister’s Eco-
nomic Advisory Council
said India’s response to
gaps in credit delivery had
repeatedly been to create
new institutions. “Whe-
never we felt that someth-

ing was not happening, we
said, ‘We will create a new
institution,” he said.

But he cautioned that
simply creating a new insti-
tutional structure would
not necessarily solve the
underlying problem.

“Creating an institution
by itself is not the answer,
because institutions can
come and still the pro-
blems will continue.”

He said the record of
SFBs showed the spirit
with which management
took on the task was
important.

. C. Rangarajan flags fewer regional rural banks as ‘a step in the wrong

Former Reserve Bank of India Governor C. Rangarajan has criticised the consolidation of
Regional Rural Banks (RRBs), saying the move has undermined their local and regional

character and could eventually lead to their merger with universal banks.

HRAT RTS8 o G e A, TRISTT o &1 ITHT dehi (RRBS) & TehlehioT chl JTeiTerer
ng%%wmﬁmmwmwﬁmmwm%aﬂ?m:m
T arasiifAe It & a1 8 Ahar Bl
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“What has happened to Regional Rural Banks?” Mr. Rangarajan asked while speaking at an
event in Chennai marking the 10th anniversary of Equitas Small Finance Bank.

“mmﬁwwgaﬂ%?” T RIS o doels H SFaerd THIA Bead soh T 10dT
TS & HAER T AT Teh PIHH H sl §C 7|

He said RRBs had now been merged, leaving one RRB per State.

3ogie gl foh 319 RRBs &7 [aerd Y & a1 § 31K 9 T H ddel Ush RRB @ AT ¢ |
In one case, he said, the parent bank had also absorbed the RRB.

3egiol gl o Teh HIHC H FHoT deh o T RRB 1 $1 379 7 FATIR < forar g

“To me, this is a step in the wrong direction,” he said.

3ogiet hgl, ‘PR T Ig aTera feem & 3o a3 e g1

“It essentially loses the local and regional character of these banks, and ultimately they may
get merged with the universal banks as well.”

‘G FAT: 3T dobT T TARIT N 8T FI€T FACA g1 AT § 3R 3 Sofant o
araHi A dot & arer o g e g1

RRBs were originally set up with the idea that their local character would help distribute credit
more evenly, Mr. Rangarajan said.

A RIS o g1 fh RRBs &1 TAT9eT H{ol &9 & 3 TR & 6 1 715 Y fo 3etet w0

TIRY F 0T T 3178 TAT 9 & [9aRT e F GgradT |

He also recalled that the evolution of credit provision to vulnerable and weaker sections had
involved several institutional initiatives, including bank nationalisation, priority sector credit,
RRBs, Local Area Banks, self-help groups and, subsequently, small finance banks.

3ogiel Ug 3 TFROT R for AR 3R afad qelt &t 3ot 3ucletr et i SgaedT & fasra
Fs TEATTA Ugol AR 6T &, THeToT St o1 TsETaheoT, FrafAendT &1 F0T, RRBs, TARNT &1
3, T HErIdT g 3N A F AT Brgad e AAS &1

According to a July 2025 written reply in the Lok Sabha by Finance Minister Nirmala

Sitharaman, the government has progressively consolidated Regional Rural Banks (RRBs)
since 2005 to improve their operational viability and take advantage of economies of scale.

&t #HAT fAor TARHATT ZaRT Sell$ 2025 H ST H T 71T Teh fA W 3o & 37AR, AR
o aRETelet &TAaT # FUR AR 93 YA Y Hegawsit 1 amy 31 & forw 2005 F &
AT T (RRBS) ST Shideh T F TehiaoT fhar &

In the first phase of amalgamation, between 2005 and 2010, the number of RRBs was
reduced from 196 to 82, while subsequent phases brought the number down further.

I & Ygel TROTH, 2005 § 2010 & oI, RRBSs T TEAT 196 T GeTa 82 FHT & 1S, Sah dig
&F IO H IJg T&AT 3T FH 7 TS|

Under the latest ‘One State One RRB’ phase, the number was reduced from 43 to 28,
effective May 1, 2025.

FAATTH ‘gF T TeT RRB’ TXUT & dgd, 1 7S 2025 F FHIA & I SoTehT TEIAT 43 W TTHT 28

WIS

Mr. Rangarajan also called on the Reserve Bank of India to consider ways to incentivise the
setting up of small finance banks, saying their current numbers would not be sufficient to meet
unmet credit needs.

A TRIS A ARAT RS o T TATST BIga1d ol I TATIAT I Ac@Tfgd et o dliehl I
Tra &t o1 8T 31TarE Toham 3R e foh SoTehl acTATeT HEaT 3TY0T H 0T HTTRTHAIT I G Hlel
& fore oaiea w77 greft|

“There is something we must do about SFBs. | believe they will have a role to play,” he said.
3ogie &eT, ‘G SFBs & HatT 37 T FeTl gIe| FRT AT & 3 3oTeh 37T Ageaqot grefr”

He said there were currently only 11 small finance banks, adding that this would not be
enough to meet the unmet credit needs of the sector.
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3egiot &gl foh TTHIT H haol 11 TS BISa1d b ¢ 3R Tg Hear 81 T 3790l H0T Jraegqhari
Y R FA & Forw 2ied w1 g

He said that small finance banks today have an obligation to fulfil the same set of conditions
as universal banks.

3ol gl Toh TSl TATST BIgeTd dohi U HTaaiifHen dant Sieft & erdf &r X1 FXet o1 aTided g

Unless prospective promoters were motivated by other considerations, he said, there would
be little incentive to set up such banks.

3@l gl foh ST I THTTAT Tddeh! T 3 HROT I IRUT 18T TR, dd deh T S fr
TATIAT & [T S5 o et gl

“So, | would appeal to the Reserve Bank of India to look at how to incentivise the setting up of
small finance banks,” he said.

3egiel T, ‘Safav # IR RTd dF & 3marg %1 fof ag THIST BIgd Sl S TATIAT Y
PR d el o ddiehl W AR &1

Mr. Rangarajan said the aspiration of SFBs to eventually become universal banks was not a
problem.

Y TRTSTT oF Fgl foh SFBs &1 37dd: ATaeITHE I FeTet T JTHTET IS THTAT T8l g |

“There is nothing wrong with that. | am not complaining,” he said.

3eglel gl ‘SAH $o Y Il gl ¢ | H FHAT RIAId FeT FI T 1"

He added that the performance of SFBs in their mandated areas would count and said they
had done extremely well in the areas in which they were required to work.

3egiot gl foh Tt 8731 7 SFBs &7 Yedie Hgcaqul 81T 3R et foh foieT 8141 7 3o¢
AT AT AT, 37 3egied 3 3Tl Yedd fhar gl

The former chairman of the Prime Minister's Economic Advisory Council said India’s response
to gaps in credit delivery had repeatedly been to create new institutions.

TN T 3T HeTgehR TRYE o qd HEAaT ¥ et foh H0T facior A Hiofe HiAdT & gfa
R FT ITATHAT TR-TR 1S TEAT3IT AT THAHTOT 3T BT &

“Whenever we felt that something was not happening, we said, ‘We will create a new
institution,” he said.

Segiel g, “ST o G 91T o6 %o Sieh W A€ &1 T6T &, §HA e, ‘BH Ueh o TEAT FaATC |

But he cautioned that simply creating a new institutional structure would not necessarily solve
the underlying problem.

Aferet 3egiat AcATIeT & o harol Ueh 78 HEATITT HIAAT T TAHTOT Fell IR & § Hel

HHEIT ST AT 78T hLaT|

“Creating an institution by itself is not the answer, because institutions can come and still the
problems will continue.”

‘el Tendll TEAT T TAHTOT THTETST 78T g, FiTeh TEATV FoT Tehell & IR T T TATATT it @
Hehcirgl”

He said the record of SFBs showed the spirit with which management took on the task was
important.

3egiel heT foh SFBs T 3e]a7d &Rl & o Jareret o fore TaaT 31K wfcTaretral & |y i &l
39T, TE AEALT &
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Ground control

ISRO must focus on space technology as
a tool for development
T he irony was evident: on the day the In-

dian Space Research Organisation (ISRO)
had its greatest success of the year — the
launch of its first geosynchronous imaging satel-
lite (EOS-05) on a temperamental GSLV - its em-
ployee organisations demanded clarity on its
long-term plans. But this grievance was long in
the making. Since the Indian Space Policy of April
2023, the message has been clear that ISRO
would, one day in the unspecified future, stop
making commercial satellites and launch rockets.
Clearly inspired by NASA, it expects to focus on
ambitious exploratory missions and, literally,
moonshots. Why would a space agency ramping
up space missions upset a section of employees?
This is not the paradox it presents. The letter, co-
signed by nine employee associations, and ad-
dressed to the chairman, seeks clarity on staff-
strength, recruitment and the outsourcing of
core functions. ISRO says that it will “not be priv-
atised or reduced”; IN-SPACe, set up to facilitate
private participation, says the agency will “not be
diminished”, only that the industry’s role must
grow. Both are silent on the core concern — po-
tential job losses. This brings up an underlying
tension that ISRO must deal with: does its vision
of India’s space sector align with its founding
principles, of not being enamoured of space rac-
es and being laser-focused on space technology
as a tool for social development? Or is the image
of power, where India is one of a handful of
space-faring countries with a mushrooming of
‘space startups’, now the bedrock of that vision?
With a budget 16 times the Department of
Space’s — $24 .4 billion against ¥13,705 crore — NA-
SA too has scaled back since the 1960s: from 0.7%
of American GDP in 1966 to 0.1% now, and from
36,000 civil servants at Apollo’s peak to about
14,000 today. Unlike NASA, which in its early
years designed and made every nut and bolt, IS-
RO has always had a manufacturing relationship
with the private sector (Walchandnagar, L&T).
What is different is that the buzz is not about es-
tablished companies building on experience but
new entrants with fleeting foreign capital, most
interested in satellite data as a service. No sector
can hope to be static; survival can mean signifi-
cant changes to how it operates. There is yet no
serious reckoning with the might of China’s space
programme. If India’s space sector in 2035 is to
be known as a source of export earnings, a nu-
cleus of value-added services that brings in jobs
and absorbs skilled labour, then hard choices ta-
ken today may be worth it. But jumping onto a
bandwagon of space — as fuel for the science fic-
tion fantasy of billionaires and colonial notions of
conquest, to align with some misplaced notion of
an ‘exclusive’ club - is foolhardy. ISRO must have
a transparent policy that spells this out.

08S9. Ground control
738 Ferd

e Theirony was evident: on the day the Indian Space
Research Organisation (ISRO) had its greatest success of the
year — the launch of its first geosynchronous imaging satellite
(EOS-05) on atemperamental GSLV — its employee organisations
demanded clarity on its long-term plans.

fageet Tuse . fore feieT sty 3t refaeTe Harset (ISRO)
& FT 379 FIH T3 TheldT gTiAel T — Teh U GSLV T 3797
Tg e -HAFIF AT 39F (EOS-05) T FaIqor — I &t 38
FHARY TITSAT o ST SrEThIToleh JISTAT3T GT TISCAT St HIAT H|

e But this grievance was long in the making.
Afehet I RIS o AT A 3R o @ A

e Since the Indian Space Policy of April 2023, the message
has been clear that ISRO would, one day in the unspecified future,
stop making commercial satellites and launch rockets.

IV 2023 Fr ARAT 3raNeT A & 1€ T I8 Feor Tose & fF ISRO
T srfafese ufasa 7 ve i arfofSas 3uargt &1 fa#Tor 3R ket
T T80T ¢ T |

e Clearly inspired by NASA, it expects to focus on ambitious
exploratory missions and, literally, moonshots.

TISC FT A NASA & U, a8 FAgcarapialt i=avor A= 3R,
Qnfeder T W, Tg ITAATAT I LATeT Higd ey T TUET T |

e Why would a space agency ramping up space missions
upset a section of employees?

3Hafer HfAATAT 7 AT o1 T IS HANET Haroo FHAATRAT & Th ga7
T FIT GLRATT HLIT?

e This is not the paradox it presents.
I 34T FANUTHIE 761 & SHAT TE Tl gl ¢

e The letter, co-signed by nine employee associations, and
addressed to the chairman, seeks clarity on staff strength,
recruitment and the outsourcing of core functions.

A FHART FITSAT GaRT HE-FEATETNA 3R 38T T T 95 7
Fararlt e, st 3 FET Frat A IrsEHReT I FIvCar Hr AT
EAKIERS

e ISRO says that it will “not be privatised or reduced”; IN-
SPACe, set up to facilitate private participation, says the agency
will “not be diminished”, only that the industry’s role must grow.

ISRO &I FgaT & o 3T ‘AT At fAsieRIor fmar SiTeem 3R 7 & 391
3R TETT STEITT"; IN-SPACe, TS Tt smefierdy s gare saire &

oI T TR T AT R, T gl & Toh HITGoT ohl ‘AT T [ShdT SITTATT", Shalel 3TN T $1fAhT

ErGie R

e Both are silent on the core concern — potential job losses.
alett ey fRidr — denfad AsraTR grfer — R Al 8
e This brings up an underlying tension that ISRO must deal with: does its vision of India’s space

sector align with its founding principles, of not being enamoured of space races and being
laser-focused on space technology as a tool for social development?
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Ig Teh dfoigd dalTd & FTHS oIl § Forad ISRO T [T 89T &1 R & 37aReT 8T &
SR & 3HHT ORI 38k FATIAT FAGHTAT & 3178 8, TSI 3icaReT als & enfad =1 g 3R
AT eI o FIE & & F IARET T favehl ux quT edTel shigied ShieTr AT Ar?

Or is the image of power, where India is one of a handful of space-faring countries with a
mushrooming of ‘space startups’, now the bedrock of that vision?

T T 319 3H gSeehIvT &1 ITUR AfFa Fr A §, o 4 Al & I6d T Ferésrew & @y
3icafet & HafH 3ot & U DI THg & WA 82

With a budget 16 times the Department of Space’s — $24.4 billion against 313,705 crore —
NASA too has scaled back since the 1960s: from 0.7% of American GDP in 1966 to 0.1%
now, and from 36,000 civil servants at Apollo’s peak to about 14,000 today.

afet farsmer & Tore & 16 7o 3rftrw aotc — 13,705 F13 1 Jolell 7 $24.4 RfTT — g &
STasie, NASA o 811 1960 o &RIeh & §Tg 91 TaEAR I haf TohaT §: 1966 F 3ARHT GDP &
0.7% & e 319 0.1% 3iR Apollo 31fHITH & T TR 36,000 TIHRT FHHATRIT H T 3T

oTdT37dT 14,0001

Unlike NASA, which in its early years designed and made every nut and bolt, ISRO has
always had a manufacturing relationship with the private sector (Walchandnagar, L&T).

NASA & faudicT, Torael 319eT YB3MTelT aut & &Y BIe-a3 Yof 1 T4 f3aireget 3R AfHd T,
ISRO T gaem ¥ fasi a7 & wrer fafaATor waer w1 § (Walchandnagar, L&T)|

What is different is that the buzz is not about established companies building on experience
but new entrants with fleeting foreign capital, most interested in satellite data as a service.

3o e § Toh =il 31T 377979 o TR TR 3TN dGe] dTell AT shuaial o aR A 77¢1, Sfosh
&1fore el Ooft & A1 31Tet aTel AT YARRATIHT & TR A &, TSeTehl HTT 3 AaT & &9 A 39978
3¢T 3TelsY] el H g

No sector can hope to be static; survival can mean significant changes to how it operates.
IS o &1 TR TEat T 371G 6T X FohT, AT FoATT YW & folT 38 FaToled & dldeh H
AEcAqUT TG TS &1 Hevd! o

There is yet no serious reckoning with the might of China’s space programme.

3730 Ik et & IANET FIRIFHA Y ATFd T IS IR MRl A6l [hdT IAT & |

If India’s space sector in 2035 is to be known as a source of export earnings, a nucleus of
value-added services that brings in jobs and absorbs skilled labour, then hard choices taken
today may be worth it.

I 2035 3 #7Rc T 3icTReT & AT 3T & W, USTTR G et IR Frel A FY FATRA
FY el Heaateia Jarsit & g F F 7 ST A €, A 3171 forw 7w e ok ardes o
Hehel 8|

But jumping onto a bandwagon of space — as fuel for the science fiction fantasy of

billionaires and colonial notions of conquest, to align with some misplaced notion of an
‘exclusive’ club — is foolhardy.

AfeheT 3ARET ST 3RTUTAIT T TAATA-FYT Sl Feuarat 3R fasrg $r sufaafs aronsit &
&H%Wﬁa@ﬁgmmwﬁﬁlwwaﬁrm%mmm%mm
S el TSl AT ¢

ISRO must have a transparent policy that spells this out.

ISRO & 91 T qreeff Hifa gl wnfev 3 5@ Tove w0 & ReiRa =)
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08S9 | India can cut steel emissions before coal plants lock them in

HIT Y FIIAT- TR T GaRT 378 TARN T F To1=F F Ug TIT 3cdoid A FHeldt
A TIRT

08S9 | Fear revisits residents of Western Ghats

ufRes are & fAarfaar & f dter o

India can cut steel emissions
before coal plants lock them in

India’s green steel journey |~ \ull n.um nt hu( mccm deve d(mem\ puhclcs h.ne |nd|c:m~d that this I\.u'd«nham sunrise industry is rising up to the
abil

Neelima Vallangi

slew of announcements over
the last few months from the
Indian gvernment have paccd
steel sect
hu:hulllhcagund.i afthe ummm
elmakers, including a 5,000-crore
scheme announced last year to accelerate
steel sector decarbonisation in the
country that is set to launch in the coming
months.
India's steelmaking emissions are
among the highest inthe workd,roughly
32% higher than the global average, and
account for nearly 12% nmm country’s
total greenhouse gas emissions. Driven by
strong demand from infrastructure
development, construction, and
automotive manufacturing, India’s steel
production in FY 202526 was the
second-highest in the world, at around
160 million tonnes, behind only China.,
However, steel s a notoriously
hard-to-abate industry, and India has its
own set of challenges in bringing
steelmaking emissions down to zero.

Carbon-intensive method
‘The government's ongoing National
Mission on Green Steel aims to lower
steelmaking emissions intensity from the
current 2.552.65 down to 2.2 tonnes of
carbon dcside-equialen (1C0)per
tonne of crude ste 0.A
Conication seheme  aunched under
the Mission in 2024 said any steel
manufactured with an emissions intensity
ofless than 2.2 tCOze will be considered
“green” and the greenest steel could still
have an intensity of up t0 1.6 tCOze.
Globally, the average emissions from
steelmaking hover around LSS tCOze,
making India’s greenest steel stll highly
carbon-intensive.

“Indi isa developing economy and

emissions later, mostly using bioenergy
with carbon capture and storage or
carbon dioxide removals,” she added.
According to the paper, published in
Nature Climate Chavwr avoiding new

technologies in future, in addition to deep
emission cuts in other sectors to
compensate for steel sector emissions.

In effect, the team’s analysis showed
carly investment shifs - particularly in

BF-BOFs and not relining

that are due for one, and di

investments o building EAFs, could

we do not have much
we have old steel available, we can ru(\dc
that serap to produce new steel, whic
reduces our costs and emissions

T~ associated with reducing iron ore,"

Anubha Aggarwal, an analyst at the
Centre forResearch on Energy and Clean
Al an independen reearc
organisation, said.

“The traditional way to make steel

almost
emissions.

“We find that since the majority of
these BOF plants in India have not broken
ground, you could redirect investments
already towards DRI-EAF, and this would
not require additional investments. It
would just be a redirection,” Dr. Bachorz
said.

india's steel plants are indeed headed

intense
heatin ablast furnace, where iron ore is

furnaces, a
c:\plml-nuemlve but esenm]

smelted into liquid form
o strip oxygen. The carbon-rich liquid is
then treated with pure oxygen at high
speed in a basic oxygen furnace to
convert it into high-quality steel by

reomrvimesgaeylocinti s etime
by another 1520 years — but while locking
in coal-based steel production and high

carbon emissions for that time. More than

1y Pt is.
method, called BF-BOF (blast
furnace-basic oxygen furnace), is widely
used worldwide, and it is highly
carbonvintensive.

43 mill per annum of blast
furnace capacity is due for relining before
2030, according to an analysis by
Reclimatize, an independent research
body examining India's decarbonisation

emissions at comparably low costs,
in steel a

high-leverage climate mitigation

opportunity, as in the fast transition

rather than investing in BF-BOF now and
it becoming a stranded property later;”
Ms. Aggarwal said. “Because we have
already seen this with thermal power
plants, where it becomes really difficult to
close them down, asa lot of investment
has gone into them, and you want a
return on your investments. We do not
want to repeat the same story with steel
However, she warned that natural
gas-based EAFs also carry the risks of fuel
shortages, import dependence,

“Today,itis the most
steelmaking technology that you operate,
either with natural gas, which sill has
emissions of around 1.2 tCO: per tonne of
steel or with green hydrogen, which is
then almost zero emissions,” Dr. Bachorz
said,

According to the team's model, India
first operates these DRI-EAF plants.
primarily with natural gas until
2040-2045, after which it switches to
hydrogen as green hydrogen becomes
sufficiently cost-competitive. “If you
wanted to operate such a plant with green
hydrogen today, my feeling i that this
would be a lot more expensive,” s
continued.

In conclusion, the researchers

P &
steel will involve skipping the first step
entirely, when possible, by reusing steel
scrap to produce new steel and replacing
aces with electric
which use dectricky
roduce steel from scrap, or direct
reduced iron (DRD, Seel wih nearzero
carbon footprint (excluding scope-3

efforts in h:

Switching to hydrogen
In their study, Bachorz et al. modelled
two global steel sector transition
pathways aligned with 1.5 degree celsius
of warming by the end of the century,
with overshoot of up to 1.7 degree celsius.
‘They found China and India dominate the

islessa‘h
sector than a sector facing a
“hard-to-abate barrier’that can be
overcome at relatively moderate costs
through timely investment decisions.

Defining ‘green steel’
“When you compare a sector like steel
with aviation, it s relatively much easier

natural
s infrastructure (when used as a bridge
fuel to reduce steel emissions).

ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India
became the first integrated steel producer
1o receive green steel certification in
February this year. According to
‘government data, 89 steel units had been
awarded the same certification as of
, covering a production volume
0f 12.34 million tonnes.

“You may have your doubts about
whether [India's ‘green steel’) is really
green, and the brackets for green steel
certification are too large not to be very
effective, but then at the end of the day,
we have taken that initiative of defining
what ‘green steel'is, unlike anywhere else
in the world” Ms. Aggarwal added. “What
we have not done is create the kind of
market where there is also demand for
green steel.”

“Future-proof pathway"
‘This January, the European Union's
Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism
came into effect, imposing steep penalties

instead of natural gas to reduce iron ore
and be powered by clean electricity
generated from renewable sources.

iynamics of the s
driven by their near-term BF-BOF
investments that far exceed those of other
regions.

gy s already
there, even though it is more expensive,”
Dr. Bachorz said.
“So you need to pay the green

However, 70.4% of
still ses BF-BOF, according to a Nature
Reviews Clean Technology analysis. The
remaining uses the EAF method, which

o the sl
blast furnaces are relined and annoumed
BF-BOF plants are developed as planned,
locking in emissions for decades and

as less than half
u[ BF-BOF steel.

‘Just a redirection’
In India, the steel industry is relatively
more heterogeneous: as per an India Steel
Association report, 43% of total crude
steel is produced at BF-BOF plants, 22%
from EAF units, and 35% from electric
induction furnaces (which use
electromagnetic fields to process small
batches of scrap or DRI and are known to
be energy-efficient). Given the growing
demand for steel and several planned
steel plants, BF-BOF cap.ml) s projected
0 increase to 56% by 203

In these Grcumstances, ndia
essentially has a large window of
opportunity to become one of the biggest
players in green steel and iron production
- if India decides to go the extra mile and
invest in greener pathways rather than in
coakbased steel, Clara Bachorz, a
researcher working on steel sector
decarbonisation at the Potsdam Institute
for Climate Impact Research, Germany,
and lead author of a recent paper
investigating pathways to avert future
emissions from steel industry through
strategic green investments, said.

“And this [greener pathway] also has
high potential for emission reductions
compared to the cost of reducing those

relying
nascent carbon dioxide removal

investment barrier. But once you comimit,
itis one of the easiest hard

India's nm‘ emissi
exported to several European countries.
In response, India has been seeking
alternative markets and boosting

Gomestic consumpeion, whille e market

secto

invest in EAF now, it would be
much easier for us to make it cleaner later

forcing the steel industry to rethink
investment decisions and adopt steel
production technologies with lower
emissions intensity.

In March, the Union Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy funded three pilot
green hydrogen projects totalling more
than Rs. 400 crore to pursue innovation
and validate the technical feasibility of
using 100% green hydrogen in furnaces
and other stages for low-carbon steel
production. Last year, JSW Energy
Commissioned s rs,and Indiay lrpest,
commercialscale green hydrogen plant in
Karnataka's Vijayanagar to supply 100%
green hydrogen to adjoining JSW Steel's
DRI unit.

ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India, in the
‘meantime, is promoting its green steel to
buyers interested in slashing their scope-3

's green steel journey is still
nascent but recent developments and
policies have indicated that this
hard-to-abate sunrise industry is rising up
to the net-zero challenge. However,
balancing growing demand with climate
‘goals remains a formidable challenge for
now, with a lot riding on green hydrogen
availability and affordability.

(Neelima Vallangi is an independent
Jjournalist and filmmaker covering climate

An old electric arc

the right side. PUBUC DOMAN

changein ayan region and South
Asia. me.neelima@gmail.com)

08S9. India can cut steel
emissions before coal plants
lock them in

HIRS Y FIIAT- AR HI garT
3v¢ TIR T9 & 9g F g ST
Icqore & Feld weh aiRT

e A slew of announcements over
the last few months from the Indian
government have placed steel sector
decarbonisation high on the agenda of
the country’s steelmakers, including a
%5,000-crore scheme announced last
year to accelerate steel sector
decarbonisation in the country that is set
to launch in the coming months.

oe $o AT H HR THR EaRT A
1S ENYUTIHT T Teh ATl o 2T o &I
ATt & Tois 7 gEard 84 &
SFTafaATgOIT YT ¥ o fear g, foreeT
e a¥ 91 35,000 13 Fr T Arelr
M enfaa g, SR U HsTIT T &
SIREfATSAA I AT FXA & ToIT 3777 aTer
FEAT 7 [ AT ST 5

e India’s steelmaking emissions are
among the highest in the world, roughly
32% higher than the global average, and

account for nearly 12% of the country’s
total greenhouse gas emissions.

R & SEITT FAATOT F @ arel IcHoreT
FITR AT A GO F ERT T T TR &, S
Afae 3 I FreTeraT 32% 31f8e § 3R
<21 o ol MNTGTSH I STHSNT T SIIT7IT
12% &1

e Driven by strong demand from
infrastructure development, construction,
and automotive manufacturing, India’s
steel production in FY 2025-26 was the
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second-highest in the world, at around 160 million tonnes, behind only China.
gAY g & T, 0T AR AT [AfAHT & 3cteed HoTed H9T & HROT, fad a¥
2025-26 # $cl T SEUT ScUTeeT oTaT 160 fAfaRrer eor W1, St o & e faed & gawr aed
¥ 3cuTesT AT

o However, steel is a notoriously hard-to-abate industry, and India has its own set of challenges
in bringing steelmaking emissions down to zero.

gTailToh, SEITA 3EANT Fl ScHolel H HA! ollel & Tolglol U HcAd hidel 3T AT AT § AR
Rl o AIHeA FETT TAHTOT & el dTel ScHolel hl e cfeh offel 3 3TaiT 3197 TaAlicrdi 8 |

Carbon-intensive method

FIaeT-Tg fafer

e The government’s ongoing National Mission on Green Steel aims to lower steelmaking
emissions intensity from the current 2.55-2.65 down to 2.2 tonnes of carbon dioxide-
equivalent (tCO2e) per tonne of crude steel by 2029-30.

TSR & I I National Mission on Green Steel T T8 STUTA fHATOT ST ScToleT dlgdT i
TAHATT 2.55-2.65 ¥ T 2029-30 T hed ST & Ui Tl 2.2 ToT Fiad SIBHTFHISS-
TAGET (1CO2e) HIATE |

o A certification scheme it launched under the Mission in 2024 said any steel manufactured with
an emissions intensity of less than 2.2 tCO2e will be considered “green” and the greenest
steel could still have an intensity of up to 1.6 tCO2e.

2024ﬁﬁﬁm$agaaﬁaﬁr?réwmmﬁmw%z.z tCO2e ¥ HH 3cToleT
rarar arer e 8ft AT sTara &1 et AT ST 3R ST e 3ol arell STITT oY 1.6

tCO2e d T AT aTelT &Y TheT g

o Globally, the average emissions from steelmaking hover around 1.85 tCO2e, making India’s
greenest steel still highly carbon-intensive.

g TR W STAT TTHTOT F glet aTell 30 3cdotel oeTHdT 1.85 tCO2e &, T AR I
mwmwwaﬂmﬂmm-mm?ﬂ%l

¢ ‘“India is a developing economy, and we do not have much scrap available. If we have old
steel available, we can recycle that scrap to produce new steel, which reduces our costs and
emissions associated with reducing iron ore,” Anubha Aggarwal, an analyst at the Centre for
Research on Energy and Clean Air, an independent research organisation, said.

Teh TGl AMET Hara+T Centre for Research on Energy and Clean Air @ faelseh 3re7sm
37ITAT  Hhgl, “HRA Ueh fashraeiier 3T9eaaear § 3R gAR I 3178 AT 7 THY 3Uclst oTg
€1 e §HAR U YRIAT SEUTT SUISE &Y, ol §H 3T Tohd ohT JeTelshUT hieh w131 SEUTT =11 Feho! &,
TS oilg 3raeh 1 ITTafd e ¥ 3T AN AT AR Scdolel HH & ST 6 |7

e The traditional way to make steel involves burning coal to provide intense heat in a blast
furnace, where iron ore is smelted into liquid form using coking coal to strip oxygen.

ST FelTel T RIS [T H sAFe BAT H g FSAT YT el & [oIT HIRISAT STAIT AT 8,
STeT TSt S gt & foIT shifema Wwwmﬁgmaﬁwgmﬁ

SEol ST & |

e The carbon-rich liquid is then treated with pure oxygen at high speed in a basic oxygen
furnace to convert it into high-quality steel by burning away all the impurities.

SH d1C; 3 FTAT-HHGY 7 1 S8k HfoFolel Botd H 3T 11 F Yty Jieefiotet o g
3ol foram SiTa B, e @sf e feral st Sterent 38 e [urear arel s&urd 7 uRafdd far
ST EH|

e This method, called BF-BOF (blast furnace-basic oxygen furnace), is widely used worldwide,
and it is highly carbon-intensive.
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BF-BOF (SaI¥E Wel -3 1A% JHTardisiel Bl ®) Fgallal arell Jg [afer [aegeR & caraes §9 &
IUANT AT AT & 3R Tg 31cafAF Frear-aga 2|

Reducing emissions to produce green steel will involve skipping the first step entirely, when
possible, by reusing steel scrap to produce new steel and replacing coal-powered blast
furnaces with electric arc furnaces (EAFs), which use electricity to produce steel from scrap,
or direct reduced iron (DRI).

1T Tl & 3cTeeT o folT 3cHotet el et #, STE1 T &1, Tgol TUT T T g OIS MiHeT
BT, TSI ST Thd T YeT: 3TN ohleh AT SEUT AR FohdT ST T Hrrerr-anfar
SATEE BelW I Solfdedh 31T Batd (EAFS) & IGall SITTITT, S Thd T Direct Reduced Iron
(DRI) & STUTT FATa1 & T fsTell T 3uATeT X 1

Steel with a near-zero carbon footprint (excluding scope-3 emissions) could also use green
hydrogen instead of natural gas to reduce iron ore and be powered by clean electricity
generated from renewable sources.

ST YT FleT AT dTel SEITA F (FhIT-3 ScHoieT I BISHR) olig 3T o 3TTITA & T
ST fies 3 & FUTeT R AT FIgESTeT o1 39T fham 517 WeheTT & 31X 38 Aol Al &
3ol TATS [aotell U TATToId fohdT ST TehdT ¢ |

However, 70.4% of global steelmaking still uses BF-BOF, according to a Nature Reviews
Clean Technology analysis.

greilish, Nature Reviews Clean Technology & Teh faReINUT & 31e]dR, dTRaeh $EdTd fo#ToT st

70.4% 3737 87 BF-BOF &l 393197 ST &

The remaining uses the EAF method, which has less than half the emissions intensity of BF-
BOF steel.

AV 3cuTe 3 EAF fafer &1 3uter g1ar &, S aehr 3caeiar igdr BF-BOF 39T &1 38 & 8ff a7
gl

‘Just a redirection’

‘el feRm IRadsr

In India, the steel industry is relatively more heterogeneous: as per an India Steel Association
report, 43% of total crude steel is produced at BF-BOF plants, 22% from EAF units, and 35%
from electric induction furnaces (which use electromagnetic fields to process small batches of
scrap or DRI and are known to be energy-efficient).

HI H SEIT 3eAIT 3r9aTTehe 31t fafaerdrqul §: India Steel Association T e Raie &
TR, Fol e FEUIT T 43% BF-BOF TIHT H, 22% EAF 31l 7 3R 35% Selfdeesh
ST Bofd H ScUTiCd I &, St Thd IT DRI & DI &l sl HAITE ol & ToT faegadeshra
&¥AT T SUANT A & 3R SoAT-aperel Al S E

Given the growing demand for steel and several planned steel plants, BF-BOF capacity is
projected to increase to 56% by 2030.

mﬁmmmﬁmmmwmg BF-BOF &THdT & 2030 s dGaT
56% Blet T 3eTHT T

In these circumstances, India essentially has a large window of opportunity to become one of
the biggest players in green steel and iron production —if India decides to go the extra mile
and invest in greener pathways rather than in coal-based steel, Clara Bachorz, a researcher
working on steel sector decarbonisation at the Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact
Research, Germany, and lead author of a recent paper investigating pathways to avert future
emissions from steel industry through strategic green investments, said.

o1 IRTEITTA H R & e #{ereT: Mt ¥t 3R afle seureet & glarar & qad o3 Ranfsar 7
H U Selal T Teh 8T 3T § — T YR HIRIAT-3TUTRA STUTT & S 378 gRa AR &
3faRea v 31k A3 3= 1 Ao oar §, TEr ST & Potsdam Institute for Climate

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 5



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

Impact Research ¥ STITT &7 & SIhIaleAISoIelT W HIF T @ Neehdr 3R wEfas gRa
foraer & ATETH | ST 36T & JIAST & 3chotel BT Adhel & AT T ST et aTel gTfordT
QM Y G AT FoART TGN o FgT |

“And this [greener pathway] also has high potential for emission reductions compared to the
cost of reducing those emissions later, mostly using bioenergy with carbon capture and
storage or carbon dioxide removals,” she added.

3egiel 31T T, “HR FTe & HEIA: FlaeT Foa3 U8 TR & T AT IT FHISeT SS3HTFASs
gCTel o 3UTAT hT UGN Fleh 3oT ScHoiell Shl ha Flet hl ATl hT JoleT H, T [37T0h Rt A]
3choleT H HHY T HrhT 31T &1 i T g1

According to the paper, published in Nature Climate Change, avoiding new BF-BOFs and not
relining young furnaces that are due for one, and diverting the investments to building EAFs,
could almost halve global committed steel emissions.

Nature Climate Change # YehIfRIcT T o 3[R, AT BF-BOF Tl § &« 3R fotet 71w
Bt F N-ASTHT T ITTLTRAT 81t aTel &, SAhT N-STAT T LT TUT [A32T Tt EAF &
fAHTOT 1 3R AT ARTF wiagyr $FUTa SeHsIe P AT M7 X ThAT ¢

“We find that since the majority of these BOF plants in India have not broken ground, you
could redirect investments already towards DRI-EAF, and this would not require additional
investments. It would just be a redirection,” Dr. Bachorz said.

ST, STENST &1 T, ‘g 9T & o feh 8Tl & 5oT BOF |1 & & 31f&ehrer 0¥ 378 a1 & &
a?’rgaﬂ%, AT 319 Igol A fhT 1 3@ faer & DRI-EAF I 31 715 Tahd & 3R 3@ forw
sifaRea Faer 1 saegerar AT grefl| I8 shad faer Fr feem seeer ge |

India’s steel plants are indeed headed for relining blast furnaces, a capital-intensive but

essential maintenance task done every two decades that can extend a plant’s lifetime by
another 15-20 years — but while locking in coal-based steel production and high carbon
emissions for that time.

R o ST TIT AEAT H selFe Boid T T-aA1sfoier 1 3R 9¢ 7 8, ST gX &l greh A fohar
STTet aTell Teh Yoil-aTgeT ifeheT 3TTaredeh IERWETE S g 3R i fordl § & Sfiastenrel &l 31aTel
15-20 TN deh IGT TehdlT § — clfehe] ST AT & foIT HITT-IMUTRA $EITT 3cdTee 3R 3T
eI Schotel Y TURN FT F FATC IWAT & |

More than 43 million tonnes per annum of blast furnace capacity is due for relining before
2030, according to an analysis by Reclimatize, an independent research body examining
India’s decarbonisation efforts in hard-to-abate sectors.

Reclimatize, ST HfSA-A-Srpalarsst 19T 7 IR & SIPEITSoI2leT TITET T IETTT FHlet arell
Teh TGl QT T 8, & Teh [A90IV0T & 3THR, 2030 & Ugel 43 fAferer et wia a¥ & arfas
SOTEE Bel | &THaT o Q-csfoiar Y Siel 1

Switching to hydrogen
TISSISTeT Y AT AT

In their study, Bachorz et al. modelled two global steel sector transition pathways aligned with
1.5 degree celsius of warming by the end of the century, with overshoot of up to 1.7 degree
celsius.

379eY 37T H, Bachorz et al. & 3f¥aeh STATA 817 & TIT &7 TohaeAuT AT T AlSel IR foha,
S 38 |ET o 37 oeh 1.5 et dfewaw argefer & e 8, foraed siftienas 1.7 e afewaw
T T T 31fashaoT enfAe g1

They found China and India dominate the dynamics of the fast-transition scenario, driven by
their near-term BF-BOF investments that far exceed those of other regions.
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Seglel ITT o At HehAOT TRGRA T 1AM 7 =et 3R 3R b1 e &, TSIweht RoT fovehe
31afr & 3% BF-BOF fAder g, il 37 &131 & faaer & Far i+ g1

¢ In the slow-transition scenario, young blast furnaces are relined and announced BF-BOF
plants are developed as planned, locking in emissions for decades and relying significantly
more on currently nascent carbon dioxide removal technologies in future, in addition to deep
emission cuts in other sectors to compensate for steel sector emissions.

13 HHATT TRGAT 3 T ST Dot T o ASTAT T AT ¢ 31 AT BF-BOF w3 &1
TSTAT o 3TTER TRl o ST &, TS e gerenl deh Scistet dldh-geT &1 Sficll & 3R srfasg &
TAHAT H YRR HTTAT AT T SFIHTFATES gera 1 digfrfrat o3 srhr e fsiar
TET &, AT & STUTA 81T & 3choled T FRUTS & o0 3 8131 7 Ichored & HRT FHeldr el
RECTES

o In effect, the team’s analysis showed early investment shifts — particularly in rapidly growing
economies such as India —can substantially reduce future emissions at comparably low
costs, making early action in steel a high-leverage climate mitigation opportunity, as in the
fast transition scenario.

areda #, & & AT I gar ger foh IRMAE fAder #§ sgara, v 9 ST i & Jedr
IITEATHT &, JolellcH T { o AT T HTAST & ScHoIeT I T §6 cleh e T Fehdl ¢,
TS ST 819 & YR haTs FTaary e & faT IoT-9eimd) a6 9 ST &, SHT o oo
HhAUT ARG H WM AT § |

o “Today, it is the most mature green steelmaking technology that you operate, either with

natural gas, which still has emissions of around 1.2 tCO2 per tonne of steel or with green
hydrogen, which is then almost zero emissions,” Dr. Bachorz said.

“HTeT I5 Fad IR gRa seuara Ao sleafd &, 5 ar at wrpfaes 3t & ary ganfea
T ST &, forTeT 379 8 wfey e STUT F1eT91eT 1.2 tCO2 IcHaid 8T &, AT &R gTS3Iatel &

A1y, TS Scqoiel oIaTstaT I+ &1 ST 8, 31. Bachorz = &gl

e According to the team’s model, India first operates these DRI-EAF plants primarily with
natural gas until 2040-2045, after which it switches to hydrogen as green hydrogen becomes
sufficiently cost-competitive.

&1A & HISel & 3HTHR, HRA 5o DRI-EAF T 31 Ggel HET &9  HTehicieh 3G & 2040-2045
& Tanfod Far g, foras a1e eRd gssiete & Taied 9 ¥ aera-gfaeasf g s ww ag
ETSSISTe I 3R TATATTRA &l ST 81

e “If you wanted to operate such a plant with green hydrogen today, my feeling is that this
would be a lot more expensive,” she continued.

"I 3T 37T O VAT 1 g BB & HaTford el a1, o 3R AT & 3 Ig iy 31
HEI I, Sogiet 37T gl |
e In conclusion, the researchers suggested steel is less a ‘hard-to-abate’ sector than a sector

facing a ‘hard-to-abate barrier’ that can be overcome at relatively moderate costs through
timely investment decisions.

TSR, AMershcll3il =¥ Foira fer foh sEuTe &7 areid & ‘hard-to-abate’ &9 &# 3R ‘hard-to-
abate barrier’ T TTHT et aTell &7 1 &, O gag o [Faer e Foiat & Aregqa O
37Tl HEAH W11l TR G T SIT Fehell B

Defining ‘green steel’

‘s sTaTer F IRT FEaT

o  “When you compare a sector like steel with aviation, it is relatively much easier to abate
because the technology is already there, even though it is more expensive,” Dr. Bachorz said.
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“STS 31T ST S &1 T JofelT FaATeTeT 817 & Y §, Al 38 I el Jefelierish §7 4
ST AT § Fifeh TN Tgol & 3T &, 9ol &1 Ig T8 FAgall &1,” 3. Bachorz 1 &g
“So you need to pay the green premium and basically go over this investment barrier.
“gaferT 3maent g R NIATH 7 $TITcATeT T B19TT 3R Felc: 3T AR 3R T IR HI=AT g9 |
But once you commit, it is one of the easiest hard-to-abate sectors.”

AfSheT T IR 31 39 58 foIw gfaeey 81 311 8, df I8 hard-to-abate &1 & T 34T 8131
HATFL

“If we invest in EAF now, it would be much easier for us to make it cleaner later An old electric
arc furnace pouring out steel into a small ladle car.

“gfe; g1 378 EAF & fader 3 €, aY 91, 3 30 TaTo 91T gAR folT 1y 31Tt g1917| Ueh
AT Felfereeh 3Teh Heldl Teh BIET 5ol R A SEATT 357 T &

The transformer vault can be seen at the right side.

o1 3R SRR afee 2T S T &

PUBLIC DOMAIN

Ao SAT

rather than investing in BF-BOF now and it becoming a stranded property later,” Ms.
Aggarwal said.

BF-BOF & 373ft foyder htet AR ST 3 301eh il g€ TR&TT (stranded property) sof STy hr
o &,” gl Aggarwal = FgTl

“Because we have already seen this with thermal power plants, where it becomes really
difficult to close them down, as a lot of investment has gone into them, and you want a return
on your investments.

“FIT 5 58 aTd fagga W & AW H T5ol §1 & T ¢, 5161 36 9 el aAd # 9
ST 8T STl §, FiTeh 3oTeT HTohT foTcrer 81 et BYelT & 3R 31T 3797t fyarer o) wfciohel =gt €1
We do not want to repeat the same story with steel.”
&H STATA & HATHS H 3HY FHglel FY SgIT=T AT Tgd|”

However, she warned that natural gas-based EAFs also carry the risks of fuel shortages,
import dependence, geopolitical shocks, and stranded natural gas infrastructure (when used
as a bridge fuel to reduce steel emissions).

glailteh, 3egiet AcATdett & for W feres 3wr-3menRa EAF 31 8t Seret hr s, 31 oX fovsieaTT, of-
mmmwammwmmaﬁ%m% ICHAETEERCES

AT IYTNT STATT 3cHoTeT Pl T el & TolT WHAVTHTANA $eT (bridge fuel) F T F far

EIGIE]

ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India became the first integrated steel producer to receive green
steel certification in February this year.

ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India 38 a¥ Taxl # gRd $EITd YATOT UTo el Tl Tgell

Tehlehel $EUTA 3cdTeeh ol

According to government data, 89 steel units had been awarded the same certification as of
March 31, covering a production volume of 12.34 million tonnes.

TR JHTehst o ITER, 31 AT cToh 89 FEUT SIS hl TgT THTUTT FeileT fehaT SiT Tehr T,
TSIeThT et ScuTeeT &7 12.34 AT &1 2|

“You may have your doubts about whether [India’s ‘green steel’] is really green, and the
brackets for green steel certification are too large not to be very effective, but then at the end
of the day, we have taken that initiative of defining what ‘green steel’ is, unlike anywhere else
in the world,” Ms. Aggarwal added.

“ITTeRT S ST I TSE &) b & 13 [$TRa &7 ‘g seurer] aeda & eRa § aradh, 3k gRa
WW#WMW%%&@ﬁWHﬁ@TH@?& Aifehet 3Tdd: g I Tgo
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Frg & eRa sTurT m%sﬁﬁmﬁr—r%msﬁgﬁmﬁma@rﬁw% el
Aggarwal = gr|

“‘What we have not done is create the kind of market where there is also demand for green
steel.”

‘G VT AR HIR AT R § STt R sarer oy Ay st wilerg a1

‘Future-proof pathway’

This January, the European Union’s Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism came into effect,
imposing steep penalties on carbon-intensive imports, including India’s high-emission steel,
which is exported to several European countries.

39 STefadl # FAT W& FT Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism 1;r3416ﬁ§3ﬂ, g dgd
FIA-ITgeT TATAT I ST &3 STMAT 37T, THTH HRA T ITd-3cH ool aTell SEATT &Y A §,
o &8 FRdr it a1 vty fomam e &1

In response, India has been seeking alternative markets and boosting domestic consumption,
while the market and compliance obligations may be forcing the steel industry to rethink
investment decisions and adopt steel production technologies with lower emissions intensity.

38 AT H, AR Jefeus TRl Y demer 3R TR I 961+ W AR & 6T §, T aelk
T 3HeTdTelel Heell STiAcd SEATTT 3egIeT &l fraer Gal foial oY goifdar st 31 #a
IcHsIe-iadT aTell $EUTT IeuTe TeA AR &1 39 3 fow aRa ¢ T €

In March, the Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy funded three pilot green
hydrogen projects totalling more than Rs. 400 crore to pursue innovation and validate the
technical feasibility of using 100% green hydrogen in furnaces and other stages for low-
carbon steel production.

A A, FER adier AR Ao ST FHATET A For 400 FAZ A IHAF T AT Irgere g
ETSEISTel IRATSIAT3T T faaaiia foram, arfes AR & 31t Jerm 31 @ 3R AF-Freer
AT 3cUTGe o folT HETET dUT 31 A0 H 100% g g1g3Ister & 3TANT &Y dFairhr
SYAgRIdT Sl JHTTOIT fohdT T Th |

Last year, JSSW Energy commissioned its first, and India’s largest, commercial-scale green
hydrogen plant in Karnataka’s Vijayanagar to supply 100% green hydrogen to adjoining JSW
Steel’s DRI unit.

Rser a¥, JSW Energy & Seles & [ASTTeTaR & 3797 Ugel 31 R FT aw 937 arfofeas
T 1 R STFPISTr HIAT YE o, FSTerehT 3eged fAsheadt JSW Steel T DRI $ehTg &I 100%
e gTsgieet &1 3Mqfed AT B

ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India, in the meantime, is promoting its green steel to buyers
interested in slashing their scope-3 emissions.

g &, ArcelorMittal Nippon Steel India 379t 8Rd STITT ' 3+7 WASRT & &1 S614T & 8T &
ST 39T Scope-3 IcHST H HRY HH ael H 3T @A g

India’s green steel journey is still nascent but recent developments and policies have
indicated that this hard-to-abate sunrise industry is rising up to the net-zero challenge.

R $r g sEara Imam 3reft IRAF sraear & &, Al g7er & "geashar i Afaai & gha
fAeTaT & % I8 hard-to-abate J#TAT §3T JEANT wAc-3MRT T IoAICT T AAAT P4 o Forw 3T

EER RS

However, balancing growing demand with climate goals remains a formidable challenge for
now, with a lot riding on green hydrogen availability and affordability.

gTcilTch, SGell AT T ey a4l & AT Hefored FHIAT fhorgTer Teh S IoAlch 5= g5 &, Torast
IE HO FRA FreIoTeT 1 STTeHA IR FgATAT IR A8 e 1
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08S9. Fear revisits residents of Western Ghats
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le flows along gically area of

n August 29, hundreds of farmers
from Hosanagara taluk in Shivamog-
ga district marched about nine kilo-

QQ

km away. Residents say an ambulance has not vi-
sited the settlement in recent years. Ironically,
the people who surrendered their land for a hy-
delpower project il lack eecticity decades -

e Forest
ly demed clearance for road and power-supply

Nzg,amy salkod, a resident of Uralagallu, said a
majority of the parents in the village send their
children to either hostels or relatives’ places ear-
ly on. “My two children stay at a Telatie's place
at Mavinagundi, about 50 km from my
we don't have a school in the VI||dgt he smd
They walk 10 km to Kanuru to catch a bus.
Similar struggles persist in remote villages
luru, Hassan, and Shivam
ga districts, where residents battle forest restric-
tions to secure electricity, road access, or emer-
gency healthcare.

At Byrapura in N.R. Pura taluk of Chikkamaga-
luru district, schoolchildren recently encoun-
tered a leopard while returning home, and the
fear kept them away from school for several days;
parents say a proper road would enable safer
transport and reduce such encounters, but forest
regulations continue to block it.

In Karimane vil ‘Hosanagara taluk, large

parts of the settlement — including the gram pan-
chayat building tself ~ stand on forest land, leay-
ing the panchayat office without an official khata
(title) and the community in administrative
limbo.
These cases illustrate the daily plight of people
living under current forest rules, raising the
question of what their situation will become un-
der the far stricter regime the Kasturirangan pa-
nel has recommended. Separately, bagair hukum
(unauthorised) cultivators and those displaced
by dam projects are yet to receive the compensa-
tory land promised to them under existing rules.
The people fear that if the ESA comes into effect,
these claims could remain unresolved
indefinitely.

The Keralam model
Many in the Malnad region are pressing the State

metres from the Ganesha temple in | People with government to replicate Keralam’s approach.
Karanagiri to H ra town, protesting | yested Keralam reduced its proposed ESA area from
against the latest draft notification Proposing to | nvereses are 13,108 sq km to 9,937 sq ki (comprising 9,107 sq
declare large parts of the Western Ghats an Eco- | Ll K of forest and 886.7 sq km of non-forest land)
logically Sensitive Area (ESA). Farmers across 5 after conducting a physical survey - a reduction
Shivamogga and neighbouring districts in the :::tm";:“r“ of more than 3,000 sq km that has since been in-

Malnad region are planning similar protests in

corporated into the revised notification. The pe-

the coming days. Their central demand is that | information ople of the Malnad region want the Karnataka go-
the Karnataka government should conduct a | about the vernment to undertake a similar exercise to pare
physical survey of the land and exclude human | restrictions down the area proposed for the State.
settlements and cultivated areas from the pro- | , Lo B.Y. Raghavendra, Shivamogga MP, who was
posed ESA boundaries. P among the political leaders who joined the prot-
‘The chain of events that led to this notification | envircamentatist est marches, said restrictions on township pro-

began with another march nearly four decades
ago - one that set out to save the Western Ghats.
On November 1, 1987, two groups of scientists,
ecologists, environmentalists, and activists be-
gan walking simultaneously from the northern
and southern extremities of the Western Ghats —
Navapur in Dhule district, Maharashtra, and Ka-
nyakumari in Tamil Nadu — towards a common
meeting point in Goa. Among the organisers and
participants were anthropologist Kailash Malho-
tra, S.R. Hiremath, Pandurang Hegde, and sever-
al others from Karnataka. Along the route, parti-
cipants held public meetings and documented
the ecological condition of the landscape. The ef-
fort culminated in a conference in Goa in Febru-
ary 1988, where ecologist
Madhav Gadgil of the In-
dian Institute of Science,
Bengaluru, chaired the
technical session on the re-
gion's ecological status and
the measures needed to
conserve
The group remained ac-
tive in the years that fol-
lowed: a yatra marked the
march’s 10th anniversary
in 1998, and meet
ings were held in 2009 and, more significantly,
on February 18, 2010, at the Keystone Founda-
uon in Kotagiri, Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu. The organ-
invited the then Union Minister for Environ-
mem and Forests, Jairam Ramesh, to inaugurate

expert panel to examine the status of the West-
e Ghats and recommend conservation and go-
vernance mechanisms.

Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel

Less than a month later, on March 4, 2010, the
Ministry of Environment and Forests set up the
Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP)

nine non-government and five official members.
Its mandate was to assess the ecological status of
the Western Ghats, demarcate areas to be noti-
fied as ecologically sensitive zones under the En-
vironment (Protection) Act, 1986, and recom-
mend measures for conservation and
rejuvenation through wide consultation.

“The panel submitted its final report to the Mi-
nistry on August 31, 2011 - by which time Mr. Ra-
mesh had been replaced as Minister by Jayanthi
Natarajan. The release was delayed. Despite re-
peated RTI applications and an order from the
Central Information Commission, the Ministry
resisted disclosure and even approached the Del-
hi High Court seeking a stay. The report was final-
Iy uploaded on the Ministry’s website on May 23,
2012. Prof. Gadgil has since narrated the events
ww;‘r;mndnu the report in his autobiography, A

The WGEEP report advocated a people-orient-
ed model of development, going beyond regula-
ton 0 propose scence-based iniatves such 25
financial rewards for individual farmers and pay-

Up in arms: Hundreds of farmers took part n a protest march
opposing the ESA notification in Hosanagara on August 29,

jects and the push for organic farming were the
primary concerns in the Malnad region. Many
farmers in Shivamogga, Uttara Kannada, C]
magaluru, and Kodagu, who grow planlabun
crops such as coffee and areca, use chemical fer-
tilizers to protect their crops from disease. “If
there are restrictions on the use of such inputs,
how will farmers protect their plantations? Simi-
larly, restrictions on house construction are un-
acceptable,” he said.

R.M. Manjunath Gowda, president of the Shi-
vamogga Central Cooperative Bank, has brought
together a large section of farmers under the
banner of the Western Ghats Raitha Sahakari Ve-
dike to organise protests against the notification.
The vedike has also launched a website
100l to help the public file objections online. Not-
ably, the organisation is not opposing the notifi-
cation outright this time ~ it is instead demand-
ing that the State government follow the Keralam
llwdn-l to minimise the impact.

vemment to conduct a physica survey and pro-

ments for ecosystem services to communities. It
cited the Aust Soil Carbon

turirangan report, caling i fawed on several

Scheme, under which farmers were retros-
pectively for verified increases in soil carbon on
regeneratively managed farmland, as one such
model.

Kasturirangan High-Level Working Group
The WGEEP report drew strong opposition, in-
cluding from the State governments concer
Taking the criticism into account, the Union Mi-
nistry constituted a High-Level Working Group
(HLWG) under K. Kasturi to prepare a
“workable and implementable” report on con-
serving the Western Ghats.
‘The panel visited several places, including
Sakleshpur in Hassan district, and mhmmed ||>
report on April 15, 2013. It

bllshed in The Hindu, he m)led that while the
WGEEP had proposed a graded, participatory ap
proach with a major role for grassroots input,
HLWG had effectively partitio landscay pe

~ roughly a third to be protected by “funds and
guards™ as natural landscape, with the remaining
lwmhirds Iabzl.led cultural landscape, open to
developmy

The l\|lnhlry has issued seven draft notifica-
tions since 2014. All earlier six were opposed by
the States concerned and residents of the affect-
ed regions have also filed numerous objections.
The seventh draft, issued on July 27, 2026, allows
60 days to file objections. It proposes a total ESA
area of 56,8257 sq km, of which 29,668 sq km ~

about 37% of the Western Ghats — 59,940 sq km,
a continuous band of natural vegetation stretch-
ing roughly 1,500 km across six States — be de-
clared an ESA. Karnataka accounted for the lar-
gest share, around 20,668 sq km.

g
in the ESA were a complete ban on mining and
sand extraction, with existing opemmns to be
phased out within five years or on expiry of their
lease, restrictions on housing and construction
projects exceeding 20,000 sq m, a ban on all
“red category” (highly polluting) industries, with
existing units to close or relocate within five
years and encouragement of organic farming
and closer scrutiny of other development
activities.

All the State governments concerned, includ-
ing Karnataka and Kerala, opposed the recom-
mendations, and elected representatives — par-
ticularly in Kerala — argued they would severely
dlmq’n local livelihoods.

Gadgil, too, objected strongly to the Kas-

ufRes! are & fAarfaar & f dfer o

9 in Belagavi, Chamara-
janagar, Chikkamagaluru, Dakshina Kannada,
Hassan, Kodagu, Mysuru, Shivamogga, Udupi,
and Uttara Kannada districts — falls in Karnataka.

On September 3, 2026, the Kanataka Cabinet
announced a special session of the le-
gislature from September 2! to discuss drought.
‘The session will also see a detailed discussion on
the Kasturirangan report.

Life under existing forest rules
‘The deeper fear among residents of the Western

ing human
‘habitations and cu]uvaled hnd Undzrmndnu
the scale of public concern, Chief Minister D.K.

iivakumar has agreed to convene a special ses-
sion of the Karnataka legislature on the issue, a
dedslon welcomed across party lines. mes(er

Education Madhu Bangarappa, w

Aok charge of Shivamogga district, has id
the State government will the draft notifi-
cation. Former Minister and Congress leader
Kimmane Ratnakar recently burnt a copy of the
Kasturirangan report at a press conference in Tir-
thahalli.

The other side
Amid the many voices opposing the draft notifi-
cation, there is also support for stricter conserva-
tion measures. Several environmentalists argue
that the Kasturirangan report was a “diluted ver-
sion” of Prof. Gadgil's, which they consider bet-
ter suited to conserving the Western Ghats with
active local participation.

‘Whenever landslips or flash floods strike Kera-
Ia or Kodagu, this argument resurfaces — envi-

ignoring

Prof. Gadgil's recommendations. But the debate
typically subsides within days, as routine con-
cerns over access, amenities, roads, and electric-
ity take over.

Akhilesh Chipli, environmentalist based in Sa-
gar taluk, said he has advocated strict forest pro-
tection measures along the lines of Prof. Gadgil's

face under existing forest regulations ~ hundreds
of villages lack basic amenities even without the
ESA in force.

‘Take Uralagallu in Sagar taluk of Shivamogga
district, where families displaced by the Lingana-
makki dam across the Sharavathi river in the
1960s reside. The village today has roughly 50 to
56 families and a population of 150 to 200, with

no proper road, school, or primary health
centre, and its nearest bus stop being about 10

since 2016. “A major portion
of the 20,668 sq km proposed for the ESA is al-
ready notified forest area; the remainder is a
small quantity, and there should be no opposi-
tion to including it in the proposed ESA. People

with vested interests are misleading the public
with false information about the restrictions. For
instance, why should ordinary people worry
about a ban on mining or red-category indus-
tries? Even the push for organic farming is good

r everyone,” he sai

e Less than a month later, on March 4, 2010, the Ministry of Environment and Forests set up
the Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel (WGEEP) under Prof. Gadgil’'s chairmanship,
comprising nine non-government and five official members.
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T Al § oY v GHI 91, 4 A, 2010 T GATGIUT UG g HITT o FIhAT IMSarer Hr
3regeTdr H IRTHY g1e nIRfEAfad v afAfa (WGEEP) 1féa &, foaet ot IR-awerdy aar
gra TR Teeg enfae o

Its mandate was to assess the ecological status of the Western Ghats, demarcate areas to be
notified as ecologically sensitive zones under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986,
and recommend measures for conservation and rejuvenation through wide consultation.

gt AT ufRa#T gre 1 MR TEafas Ul F1 3reherst =T, gaTavor (avaton) e,
1986 & et WIRTEAfa® w7 & wagarelier &1 & &9 & yfArgfad fhv s arer &3 &1
HIATheT TIEAT AT AT IRIHA & HETH ¥ TIETUT Ud JoTbooliae] oh SUTAT ohT JTTRIAT hetT T |

The panel submitted its final report to the Ministry on August 31, 2011 — by which time Mr.
Ramesh had been replaced as Minister by Jayanthi Natarajan.

FATT = 3191 3iTea RUIE 31 391, 2011 T HATSRT T TEcl Hh—3H FHI cIoh HAl oh & H
Y TR T TATH T STeqsTa o of foram |

The report was finally uploaded on the Ministry’s website on May 23, 2012.
37dd: RAYE &t 23 A, 2012 Tt AATT ST dgASE I 31Tel1s fhar a3

Prof. Gadgil has since narrated the events surrounding the report in his autobiography, A
Walk up the Hill.

b §1¢ IhaER IMSTITel of =T 3T AT A Walk up the Hill 7 38 RUC & A& fd ge=T3it &1
guid fRaT g1

The WGEEP report advocated a people-oriented model of development, going beyond
regulation to propose science-based initiatives such as financial rewards for individual
farmers and payments for ecosystem services to communities.

WGEEPW#WWW@W@HWW?WW?W
fanarat & fore faciar e 3R Fegerdt s aiRfeafadr-a= dasit & faw spararer s foretre-
MR 9§l ol IE&dTd 3Q@T|

It cited the Australian Soil Carbon Accreditation Scheme, under which farmers were paid
retrospectively for verified increases in soil carbon on regeneratively managed farmland, as
one such model.

S LTS T FTee YA ANSTAT T U &1 T AlSol o &9 3 3 o, Toraas e
YAl & & FaTRId i A H HeT hideT T HATTUT gt & ToIT fohafreit sl qareardy sgareiret
R STTaT |

Kasturirangan High-Level Working Group
mﬂvmmﬂumﬂm

Taking the criticism into account, the Union Ministry constituted a High-Level Working
Group (HLWG) under K. Kasturirangan to prepare a “workable and implementable” report
on conserving the Western Ghats.

STCATIATHT T &N 3 T §T AT FHATE o7 TRIAT B1C & FIETUT IR Teh “SATgTRep 3R
fShaTfead fohT Sl A9 ROIE AR a3t & ToIT &, FENITT hl ITEGeTd H Ueh Soaeai
FREAE (HLWG) 1T faha|

It recommended that about 37% of the Western Ghats — 59,940 sq km, a continuous band
of natural vegetation stretching roughly 1,500 km across six States, be declared an ESA.

ST 37T T Toh TTREHY e & oIaTsHaT 37% HIIT—59,940 T3t fFalidier—ar ESA €ty fehar
ST, S &% el 7 ST 1,500 freieiiex 0 favgd wresfas aereaf Tt ddd el g
Karnataka accounted for the largest share, around 20,668 sq km.

SHH Fellceh 1 feEaT TaTd 37, FT$eT 20,668 F91 faraltete, Tl

Among the panel’s proposed restrictions within the ESA were a complete ban on mining and
sand extraction, with existing operations to be phased out within five years or on expiry of
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their lease, restrictions on housing and construction projects exceeding 20,000 sq m, a ban
on all “red category” industries, with existing units to close or relocate within five years and
encouragement of organic farming and closer scrutiny of other development activities.

o ESAF X afAfa ganT searfad wfaeyt 7 @t 3 3@ forsador o quf wfaeer, steer
aifafaferat 1 afa auf & v 3raar 36T gger 3rafe AT gl IR AT §9 8 ¢ HeT,
20,000 T3t #iex & 31f8® ¥ 3mardi 3R AT aRTSERT w) gfastr, @iy “drer soft &
39X wfdety, AlsTer sehrsal @l gt aut & $aR & AT IraT TARAAR He, SAfaw
QY T FIcHET ST TUT 37T TFHTHICHS T TITEAT ST 31T g Sirer enfaer o

Western Ghats as an Ecologlcally Sensmve
Area (ESA). e S »

1. First, what is an Ecologically
Sensitive Area (ESA)?

An Ecologically Sensitive Area is an
environmentally fragile region where certain
activities capable of causing serious ecological
damage are prohibited or regulated.

It does not mean that the entire area becomes a national park, that -
everybody living there must leave, or that agriculture and normal  padra & Nagar &4
life automatically stop. T

Think of it as a protective filter on development:

People can continue living there, but highly destructive
activities such as mining, quarrying or heavily
polluting industries may face prohibition or strict
regulation.

The Western Ghats ESA proposal is being pursued under the

Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.

|Z] State / UT Boundary
2. Why are the Western Ghats so
Important?
The Western Ghats, also known as the Sahyadris, extend for roughly 1,500 km along
India's western side, from the vicinity of the Tapi/Tapti in the north to Kanyakumari in the
south.

They traverse six States:

Page4 2
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Gujarat — Maharashtra — Goa — Karnataka — Kerala — Tamil Nadu

They are a globally important biodiversity hotspot containing numerous endemic species—

species

found naturally in a limited geographical area. The Ghats also contain habitats such

as shola forests, Myristica swamps and lateritic plateaus and species such as the lion-
tailed macaque and Nilgiri tahr. They are also the source region of major river systems
including the Godavari, Krishna and Cauvery.

3. W
Com

here did the ESA controversy begin? — Gadgil
mittee

In 2010, the government constituted the Western Ghats Ecology Expert Panel
(WGEEP) under ecologist Prof. Madhav Gadgil.

The Gadgil approach favoured extensive ecological protection and proposed different
degrees of ecological sensitivity, with stronger restrictions in the most sensitive areas.
However, the recommendations generated substantial opposition and concerns from
States and local communities over their possible effects on agriculture, settlements,
infrastructure and economic activity. The government subsequently constituted
another committee.

4, Kasturirangan Committee — a less extensive approach

In 2012, a High-Level Working Group (HLWG) headed by Dr. K. Kasturirangan
was constituted.

It distinguished broadly between:

Cultural landscape — villages, settlements, agriculture and plantations.

Natural landscape — forests and relatively undisturbed natural ecosystems.

The committee estimated that roughly 60% of the Western Ghats was cultural
landscape and about 40% natural landscape.

It recommended concentrating stringent protection on the biologically rich and
relatively contiguous portions of the natural landscape—approximately 37% of the
Western Ghats, then calculated at around 59,940 sgq km.

5. What is the present proposal?

This is important for UPSC because the matter is still evolving.

The Union Environment Ministry's 2024 draft proposed 56,825.7 sq km as Western
Ghats ESA across the six States.

The proposed distribution was approximately:

\ State HProposed ESA\

Karnataka |[20,668 sqkm |

\Mahar

ashtra|17,340 sq km |

Kerala

9,993.7 sqkm |

\Tamil Nadu

]6,914 sq km \
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\ State HProposed ESA\
Goa 1,461sqkm |
Gujarat  |449sqkm |
Total 156,825.7 sq km|

e AsofJuly 2026, the Centre issued another draft iteration covering the same overall
proposed area, after the previous draft lapsed amid unresolved disagreements with
States.

e The final ESA can be notified State-wise in phases or through one combined
notification, and the actual area remains subject to State recommendations,
stakeholder views and expert examination.

e So, for an examination, do not write that the entire 56,825.7 sq km has already
been finally notified as ESA.

6. What activities are the main concern?

e The protective framework targets activities with potentially severe ecological impacts.
Government directions for the proposed ESA have covered five major categories:

e [] Mining, quarrying and sand mining

e [] New thermal power plants

e [] Large building and construction projects above specified thresholds

e [] Large township/area-development projects

e [] Red-category, highly polluting industries

e Government directions specify, among other thresholds, building/construction
projects above 20,000 sqg m and township/area-development projects of 50 hectares
or more and/or built-up area of 1,50,000 sg m or more.

7. Why are States and local communities
worried?

e This is where the issue becomes complicated.
o Fear about livelihoods
e Millions of people live within the Western Ghats landscape. They depend upon
agriculture, plantations, tourism, construction and local natural resources.
e A farmer may therefore ask:
o “Ifmy village becomes ESA, will I still be able to build a house,
cultivate my land, repair a road or sell my property?”
e Even when a proposed regulation does not prohibit all such activities, uncertainty
and misinformation about future restrictions can generate strong resistance.
o Problem of demarcation
e A major question is:
e Exactly which village, survey number or parcel of land should be inside the
ESA?
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o A satellite image may classify an area as natural landscape, while people living there
may argue that it actually contains farms, plantations, houses or other long-
established human uses.

e Therefore, ground-level verification becomes critical.

o Development versus conservation

e Western Ghats States require:

e roads + electricity + housing + tourism + employment + hydropower +
infrastructure.

e But uncontrolled:

e quarrying + mining + deforestation + hill cutting + construction

e can weaken an already fragile mountain ecosystem.

e Thereal policy challenge is therefore not “development OR environment.”

o |tis:

e “What kind of development, where, and at what ecological cost?”

GS Paper IlI: Internal Security 08 September 2026
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08S9. No ban on village volunteers, Arambai Tenggol: Manipur CM

ATOTYY & FEIHAY. ATH FEARTH! I IAASTE e 9T F§ wiaaer gt

e  Manipur Chief Minister Yumnam Khemchand Singh told the State Assembly on Monday that
neither the “village volunteers” of the hills and the Imphal Valley, nor the Arambai Tenggol
were banned organisations.

AR & JEIHA JAAH Werde, [g o THTR 1 A7 fAUTATAT T S o ggreh &t 3K
SFHTS "I & “UTH TITUTH” JUT IRTHATS P19, el & & g 8 s g d9rs 81 g
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Global watchdog says rise of ‘digital hawala’ is
aiding money laundering, terror financing

Devesh K. Pande
NEW DELHI

A centuries-old under-
ground banking system is
now transforming into a
tech-enabled network,
with virtual assets adding
new layers to “digital
hawala”.

The shift is being ex-
ploited for purposes rang-
ing from routine money
laundering to, in some cas-
es, financing terrorist or-
ganisations, the latest Fi-
nancial Action Task Force
(FATF) report said.

The global money laun-
dering and terror financing
watchdog’s report, titled
“Investigating Professional
Money Laundering, Under-
ground Banking, and the
Use of Hawala and Other
Similar Service Providers”,
identifies the fusion of vir-
tual assets with the tradi-
tional “hawala” system as

08S9. Global watchdog says rise of ‘digital hawala’ is aiding money

one of the most significant
developments. According
to the report, nearly 70%
of surveyed jurisdictions
have reported the integra-
tion of new technologies
into such networks.

Forms of digital hawala
The study has flagged six
forms of “digital hawala” —
a term covering a spec-
trum of technologies that
facilitate the coordination,
execution, settlement, or
concealment of
transactions.

One configuration in-
volves digital coordination
but traditional settlement,
with operators using en-
crypted messaging appli-
cations, shared ledgers and
online platforms to com-
municate instructions, re-
cruit clients and couriers,
and maintain records. The
second is “digital customer
interface”, such as mobile

laundering, terror financing

dRTF AIRT FEAT FT FgalT & I ‘Bforeer garar &1 g1 ot et e 31X
HTdFdIg & ATINYor & A T W &

The latest FTAF report has
flagged six forms of “digital
hawala”. FILE PHOTO

wallets or fintech apps,
although settlement bet-
ween operators happens
via cash or trade in both
cases.

The next is virtual asset-
based settlement, where
stablecoins are used to set-
tle balances directly. In the
“integration with formal
digital infrastructure” con-

figuration, funds are
moved via payment service
providers, fintech plat-

forms, and virtual Interna-
tional Bank Account Num-
bers (IBANs).

The fifth is artificial in-
telligence-based tools for
automated  transaction
structuring, dynamic
mule-account routing, and
high-speed fiat-to-crypto-
currency conversion. The
last one involves “hawala”
apps, which may be bun-
dled digital ecosystems
combining messaging,
cloud storage, social me-
dia, Virtual Asset Service
Providers (VASPs), lending
apps, and even gaming
platforms.

The FATF found that
these configurations make
transactions faster, more
opaque and more com-
plex, while expanding the
network’s reach and resi-
lience.

The report said that dig-
itisation is acting as a cata-
lyst for traditional settle-
ment mechanisms rather
than replacing them, with
cash remaining critical at
the collection and exit
points.

Turkiye case study

It cited a case study of Tur-
kiye’s discovery of a “digi-
tal hawala” network fi-
nancing the terror group,
the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant (ISIL). In
2023, raids on a self-de-
scribed ISIL “administra-
tive officer” led to the sei-
zure of about $57,250 in
cash, followed by a further
$5,54,000, along with “ha-
wala” notebooks and digi-
tal transfer receipts.

A jeweller and two mo-
bile phone shops operated
as fronts, and the transfers
were disguised as charity
donations.

e A centuries-old underground banking system is now transforming into a tech-enabled
network, with virtual assets adding new layers to “digital hawala”.

gREqfa “fEfeee garer # 78 Wd S W@ &l
e The shift is being exploited for purposes ranging from routine money laundering to, in some
cases, financing terrorist organisations, the latest Financial Action Task Force (FATF) report

said.

Taeig SRars el (FATF) &I wdieicrs RUIE & 38R, $H Seld Tl $EIHIS QHATY el

MeTT F N FS HHell H JHTAhdIST HaTSaAT o [aTAIOT cIeh & ferw fovam i ter &

e The global money laundering and terror financing watchdog’s report, titled “Investigating
Professional Money Laundering, Underground Banking, and the Use of Hawala and Other

Similar Service Providers”,

system as one of the most significant developments.

AfRaes oeT My 3R MTdhare! faaqaiyoT IR TEAT FT “Investigating Professional Money

Laundering, Underground Banking, and the Use of Hawala and Other Similar Service

identifies the fusion of virtual assets with the traditional “hawala”
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Providers” %WWWE?WWW?W“W’ JUTTelT o 1Y 9o Ff T&d
HEcaUT TCAshAl H § Toh o &9 A Tafegd At g

e According to the report, nearly 70% of surveyed jurisdictions have reported the integration of
new technologies into such networks.

RATE o 3TAR, FARTOT # ATTA T 70% AL o T Acdeh H 75 Feiirienar &
ThTehIuT hT =T &1 B |

Forms of digital hawala
feforee garen & Tawa

e The study has flagged six forms of “digital hawala” — a term covering a spectrum of
technologies that facilitate the coordination, execution, settlement, or concealment of
transactions.

3T A “fefoied garen” & o8 Tawdl  Rifced forar g—Ig erse T lafde=t dicafafeat &
TG 1 GATAT &, S olef-&oT & THead, fosarest, foretst a1 fSaret & Ferrar #Xc 6|

e One configuration involves digital coordination but traditional settlement, with operators using
encrypted messaging applications, shared ledgers and online platforms to communicate
instructions, recruit clients and couriers, and maintain records.

T TawYT A R3fSee aarag ofhe uRuRe fAuer anfie 8, foras garees Adelt & dar,
et 3R HRIRT T 87l T2UT RS TATT T & T vieshees HAATHT Titerehered, A oo
3R 3TeTeS Talehle T 3TN FHId o

e The second is “digital customer interface”, such as mobile wallets or fintech apps, although
settlement between operators happens via cash or trade in both cases.

T Faw BT e S’ §, ¥ AlaTsd aleie A1 fhefee U9, gTelifer gl & Aar &
TaTereh! o T fUeTeT ehd) IT SATIR 3 ATETH & §1T ¥

e The next is virtual asset-based settlement, where stablecoins are used to settle balances
directly.

37T TIEY TY3HT TREUTS-TTR et &, forast Aw TRy &1 A forverst e & faw
TETARIST T ST fohdT SATAT & |

¢ In the “integration with formal digital infrastructure” configuration, funds are moved via
payment service providers, fintech platforms, and virtual International Bank Account Numbers
(IBANS).

“HroaTies 3o JaER=1 & ATY THIHOT" alel TaET H 3Tl JaT TeTcl3i, Thafeh
TACHIH 3R Tl SEIARTS deh RIS e (IBANS) o HTETH W &l TUTATAR Rl STl 8|

e The fifth is artificial intelligence-based tools for automated transaction structuring, dynamic
mule-account routing, and high-speed fiat-to-cryptocurrency conversion.

qieral TaET H I JE AT 3R ST 7§, SieTeht STAeT Taeifeld ofe-SeT e,
aTferelier Fel-31ehr3e FET 3R ol a1fer & fhue #er ol Toheeteh il 7 Feere o forw foham ST 8|

e The last one involves “hawala” apps, which may be bundled digital ecosystems combining
messaging, cloud storage, social media, Virtual Asset Service Providers (VASPS), lending
apps, and even gaming platforms.

TS TaET H AT U A 8, S HATSHT, F13s TR, Aered #Aifsan, a931e vie afdq
WIaTSsH (VASPs), @ifSer 9 31 Tgt de f& AfHer colewiat 1 siset arel Thighe f3foteer
S ATeH &Y Thd g |

o The FATF found that these configurations make transactions faster, more opaque and more
complex, while expanding the network’s reach and resilience.

FATF & 9137 fof ¥ T8 old-¢T Y 31f8eh aat, 318 3raReeff 3R 31f9e Sfes sama & aur arer
ﬁmﬁﬁawmwmm%l
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e The report said that digitisation is acting as a catalyst for traditional settlement mechanisms

rather than replacing them, with cash remaining critical at the collection and exit points.

RarE & opgr T & for BfSeeaor aRaRe et a3t &1 wfaeaiiid e & o 3 faw
mmmwmﬁ,mmiwsﬂ?maﬂ%@ﬁwmmﬂaﬂwmgé

gl

e 1 v Tl

Turkiye case study

o |t cited a case study of Turkiye’s discovery of a “digital hawala” network financing the terror

group, the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant (ISIL).

SEH b SaRT JTciehdlcl TS, SEATHD FET JHIh 3 TS ¢ ofdid (ISIL), I faqaiiid et

aTel Ueh “T2fSeeT gaTel” siedeh & UdT o3l & HATH &l ool [T AT § |

o In 2023, raids on a self-described ISIL “administrative officer” led to the seizure of about
$57,250 in cash, followed by a further $5,54,000, along with “hawala” notebooks and digital
transfer receipts.

2023 & T F1 ISIL FT “Grdfaeh 3TAFRY” T aTel Teh AT & foahTell IR STIHART & SRIeT
STHIT 57,250 SToR HT AheT STed i 315 3R a1 7 5,54,000 3o i 3ifalerd ufy, “garenr

sAtegen T f3fSTeer gEdicaRoT 1 T o sRre 1 75|

o A jeweller and two mobile phone shops operated as fronts, and the transfers were disguised
as charity donations.

Teh SitglY R AT Hlet T & el T SEAATS HEIET TTcTsaleit & &9 # fohar 511 Tgr 241 3R
&1eT §EATARUT &Y THTApproval was also accorded for the installation of the Defence Forces

Secure Access Card (DEFSAC) system, which will replace existing paper-based identity
cards, passes and permits with interoperable radio frequency identification (RFID) ...

T&TT Felt o Tl Secure Access Card (DEFSAC) YUTTelT & AT ol 8 HeTl &1 978, ST #Histar
HIITST-ATNRA TgaTeT I3, I 3R GRIACT T TUTT SR 33T hrarddT 3mssie fthohereT

Are nicotine pouches beyond the law?

Does COTPA cover nicotine pouches? Why are they not covered by the law banning vapes? Could nicotine pouches be treated as food under Indian law?

Can they be legally imported into India? Can nicotine pouches be sold at duty-free shops?

EXPLAINER
Murali Neelakantan

The story so far:

new study led by the

ICMR-National Institute of
A Cancer Prevention and

Research has found that

nicotine pouches are reaching Indian
cities through online platforms, hookah
shops and gig delivery services. The study
comes after a warning from the World
Health Organization in May 2026 about
the dangers these products pose. Yet it is
far from settled which Indian law, if any,
governs them.

‘What are nicotine pouches?
Anicotine pouch is a small, tobacco-free,
tea-bag-like sack containing nicotine,
flavourings and plant-based fibres. Users
place the pouch between the lip and gum
for up to an hour, allowing nicotine to be
absorbed directly into the bloodstream
without smoke, vapour or spitting.

Does COTPA cover nicotine pouches?
The Cigarettes and Other Tobacco
Products Act, 2003 (COTPA) governs the
marketing, advertising and sale of
cigarettes and other tobacco products. But
its definition of tobacco products does not
extend to all products containing nicotine.
Had the legislature intended to cover
every extract of the tobacco plant, it could
have said so. Restrictions on the freedom
of trade and commerce must be strictly
construed and since nicotine pouches are
not among the products listed in the
Cigarettes Act, they fall outside it.

Are they regulated by the Drugs Act?
Nicotine is not listed as a drug in any
schedule of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act,
1940. Nicotine patches and gums have,
however, been approved as drugs by the
Drug Controller General of India for
therapeutic use in treating nicotine
addiction. Schedule K under the Drugs
and Cosmetics Rules, 1945 lists gums and
lozenges and exempts them from licensing
and prescription requirements if they
contain less than 2 mg of nicotine.

If nicotine were not considered a drug

at all, there would be no reason to exempt
certain nicotine products in Schedule K.
The very fact that only some nicotine
products are exempted suggests that all
others are meant to be regulated by the
Drugs Act.

Against this, pouches are arguably
unlike patches and gums. They make no
therapeutic claim and do not purport to
treat addiction; they are a substitute for
cigarettes. On this reading, they do not
qualify as drugs under the Drugs Act.

‘Why are they not covered by the law
banning vapes?

The import and sale of vapes is banned by
the Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes
Act, 2019 (“PECA”). If vapes were drugs,
no separate legislation would have been
needed: the government could have
regulated them, or refused licences, under
the Drugs Act. The enactment of PECA
therefore suggests that the Drugs Act did
not give it adequate power to ban them.
Nicotine pouches are different from vapes:
they contain no electronic device and
produce neither smoke nor vapour. They
are consequently not covered by PECA.

Could pouches be treated as food?
The Prevention of Food Adulteration Act
and the Food Safety and Standards Act
define food broadly: any processed,
partially processed or unprocessed
substance intended for human
consumption. Court rulings on supari and
chewing tobacco establish that the

GETTY IMAGES

Unlike “free” items, they cannot be
cleared merely on payment of duty, and
unlike “prohibited” e-cigarettes, they are
not banned outright — but they require a
specific licence or permission. In
deciding, the DGFT cross-references the
health and other ministries.

‘What about duty-free shops?

Nicotine pouches are currently available at
a few duty-free stores at Indian airports.
Such stores are licensed under Section 58
of the Customs Act and cannot claim to be
entirely outside Indian law.

It is sometimes said that a duty-free
shop lies outside the territory of India,
and that it is the passenger who imports
the goods on crossing customs control. In
Flemingo Duty Free Shop Pvt. Ltd. v. Shri

definition has a very wide
encompassing items that are chewed
rather than swallowed. It is arguable,
then, that nicotine pouches could fall
within the broad definition of food.

Can pouches be imported into India?
Import restrictions flow from two statutes:
the Foreign Trade (Development and
Regulation) Act, 1992 and the Customs
Act, 1962. The Foreign Trade Act
empowers the Central government to
prohibit, restrict or regulate imports; the
Directorate General of Foreign Trade
(DGFT) administers this and publishes the
ITC-HS classification listing which goods
are free, restricted or banned. Section 11 of
the Customs Act allows the government to
prohibit goods wholly or partly by
notification, on grounds that include the
protection of human, animal or plant life.
After the World Customs Organization
updated the Harmonized System, a
sub-category was introduced for oral
nicotine products that do not involve
combustion: 2404 91 30 covers
tobacco-free single-use pouches of the Zyn
or Lyft type, and 2404 9190 covers other
oral nicotine products not meant for
therapeutic uses. These replaced a
residual category for other manufactured
tobacco substitutes; the codes for
medicaments apply only where a product
is strictly a cessation aid. Under the DGFT
schedule and the rules of the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs,
goods under 2404 91 30 are “restricted”.

Kaushik 'ya (2024), the Calcutta
High Court held that a duty-free store did
not “import” goods into India, being
deemed to be located outside it for the
purposes of the Customs Act, and that
legal metrology labelling requirements
therefore did not apply. This should not be
read to mean no Indian law applies to
duty-free shops. If no Indian law applied
to stores, could they stock arms and
ition? If a crime was ¢ i in

a duty free store, which court would have
jurisdiction to try the case? Which police
station would have jurisdiction to register
a case? That would be just too absurd.

Cigarettes, alcohol, jewellery, watches,
food and small electronic items are some
of the goods permitted at duty-free shops.
Nicotine pouches are not — unless one can
argue they are food. Given their customs
classification as restricted, it is unlikely
that any import licence has been granted.

What is the legal position?

‘The legal position is intricate, but the
remedy is not. A notification under the
Customs Act and the Foreign Trade Act
banning the import and sale of nicotine
pouches on health grounds would take
minutes to issue. If the government moves
as slowly as it did with vapes, pouches will
become fashionable, and demand will
settle in. A ban notified after that point
will only produce smuggling on the scale
we now see with vapes and cause damage
to health that will be hard to mitigate.
(Murali Neelakantan is a lawyer)

THE GIST

v

Nicotine pouches are not
covered by COTPA or PECA,
while their status under the
Drugs Act is debatable. They
could also arguably fall within
the broad definition of food

v

Tobacco-free, single-use
nicotine pouches require a
specific licence or permission
under the DGFT's ITC-HS
classification; they are not
prohibited outright like
excigarettes

v

The government can prohibit
their import and sale on health
grounds. Delaying action could
lead to established demand
and smuggling, as seen with
vapes
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T3 FeA & ST W aTe 872

A new study led by the ICMR-National Institute of Cancer Prevention and Research has found
that nicotine pouches are reaching Indian cities through online platforms, hookah shops and
gig delivery services.

ICMR-National Institute of Cancer Prevention and Research & ﬁ?—lﬁﬁ%ﬁf?ﬂv T AT
3TETYSA H 91T 3T § o fARIEI U13d 3iTeTelig Tolcwia, WW&\TW%@@W&T
F ATETH W AT amﬁamq'g%rz%%“l

What are nicotine pouches?

AT 93T FT 82

A nicotine pouch is a small, tobacco-free, tea-bag-like sack containing nicotine, flavourings
and plant-based fibres.

gt & g BrseR g1 &
Users place the pouch between the lip and gum for up to an hour, allowing nicotine to be
absorbed directly into the bloodstream without smoke, vapour or spitting.

3UGNTehclT SH UT3H I Teh B Toh 816 3R S & ey 3@l &, Srad 4, arsy a1 e & forer
fAPIEIT T IFAYaTE H JTNT 8 AT 8|

Does COTPA cover nicotine pouches?
FIT COTPA AR U139 &I Fad 31 &2

The Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act, 2003 (COTPA) governs the marketing,
advertising and sale of cigarettes and other tobacco products.

Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act, 2003 (COTPA) feRe 3R 31w dfaTeh 3curar &
faaure, faamaer 3R fashr &t g sxar gl

But its definition of tobacco products does not extend to all products containing nicotine.
ifeeT e 3carel & SHehT TRHTNT feIlet Jara Tl Searal e fawarie =76t gl ¢

Had the legislature intended to cover every extract of the tobacco plant, it could have said so.
e TALTRAehT &1 368 Tl & UIE T UTed Fedsh 31 1 SHeh GRIN A oflell BIdT, ot ag T
TS T I FHg Tohell AT

Restrictions on the freedom of trade and commerce must be strictly construed and since
nicotine pouches are not among the products listed in the Cigarettes Act, they fall outside it.

SR 3R a1UTe & FG=cl TR ST T Ficeeil hl Tl ¥ SART T ST =T 3R <ieh
fehIEIeT UT3 Cigarettes Act & geilaets 3cUtel H AT 781 ¢, SHIAT I $Hb SRR A B 8|

Are they regulated by the Drugs Act?
FTd Drugs Act ¥ ded RIfFafAaga g?

Nicotine is not listed as a drug in any schedule of the Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940.
Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940 T foralY 8Tt 31egell & fAPICIST T gaT & §9 & Iy «Ter
T I g

Nicotine patches and gums have, however, been approved as drugs by the Drug Controller
General of India for therapeutic use in treating nicotine addiction.

greliten, fahICHeT U 3R 37 1 I T ofd & 3TaR 7 Rfdhcd 39T & forw Drug
Controller General of India &@RT &aT31 & &9 & feAifed fohar AT &l
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e Schedule K under the Drugs and Cosmetics Rules, 1945 lists gums and lozenges and
exempts them from licensing and prescription requirements if they contain less than 2 mg of
nicotine.

Drugs and Cosmetics Rules, 1945 I Schedule K # 31 3T dioieT sl Fellareer foham aram & o
g 3197 2 mg ¥ FH FPIET g1 A 3o¢ aredd 3R ot Faeh Jraeashai3i & o &r 18
el

Why are they not covered by the law banning vapes?

& o X YA S9N qTeY FA & G H FT 8T T

e The import and sale of vapes is banned by the Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes Act, 2019
(“PECA").

Prohibition of Electronic Cigarettes Act, 2019 (‘PECA”) & dgd avd & 3Trard 31X fashr
CIGERE]

WCO, WTO and UNCTAD

All three institutions are connected with international trade, but they perform fundamentally
different functions.

The easiest starting point is:
WTO makes/administers the rules of global trade — WCO facilitates and

standardises customs operations — UNCTAD examines how trade can
promote development.

1. World Customs Organization (WCQO)

What is WCO?

The World Customs Organization (WCO) is an independent intergovernmental
organization concerned primarily with customs administration and the movement of
goods across international borders.

o Established: 1952 as the Customs Co-operation Council (CCC)
e Began functioning: 1953

e  Working name “WCO”: adopted in 1994

e Headquarters: Brussels, Belgium

e UN status: [ Not part of the UN

e Members: More than 180 customs administrations

Why is WCO necessary?
Suppose India imports a shipment containing nicotine pouches from another country.

Before determining tax or restrictions, Indian Customs must answer:
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“What exactly is this product?”

If every country classified the same product differently, international trade would become
extremely complicated.

Therefore, the WCO administers the Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding
System (HS).

Harmonized System (HS)
The HS gives internationally traded products standardized numerical classifications.

For example, your source discusses the international classification under which oral nicotine
products are differentiated, including tobacco-free single-use nicotine pouches.

Countries can extend the international HS classification for national purposes. India uses the
ITC-HS (Indian Trade Classification based on Harmonized System).

Other important WCO functions
WCO works on:
o Customs modernisation
e Trade facilitation
e Prevention of customs fraud and smuggling
e Supply-chain security
e Customs valuation and origin issues
e Capacity building of customs administrations
o International cooperation among customs authorities

An important WCO instrument is the Revised Kyoto Convention, aimed at simplification
and harmonisation of customs procedures.

Layperson example

A container arrives at Mumbai port.

WCO/HS framework helps Customs determine:
“What category of goods is inside this container?”

Indian law then determines the duty, licence requirements and import restrictions
applicable to those goods.

2. World Trade Organization (WTO)

What is WTQO?

The World Trade Organization is the principal international organization dealing with
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rules governing trade between countries.
o Established: 1 January 1995
e Predecessor: GATT, 1947
e Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland
o UN status: [1 Not a UN specialized agency
e Membership: 166 members
What does WTO do?
Its central objective is to provide a rules-based framework for international trade.
Suppose India increases tariffs on a particular imported product.

Another WTO member might argue:

“India committed under WTO rules not to raise this tariff beyond a particular
level.”

That becomes a WTO trade-law issue, not primarily a WCO issue.
Major WTO agreements

Three are particularly important for UPSC.:

GATT — Trade in goods

GATS — Trade in services

TRIPS — Intellectual property rights

Other agreements cover agriculture, subsidies, sanitary and phytosanitary measures, technical
barriers to trade, trade facilitation and several other areas.

Major functions

The WTO:

1. Administers multilateral trade agreements

2. Provides a forum for trade negotiations

3. Handles trade disputes through its dispute-settlement framework
4. Reviews members’ trade policies

5. Cooperates with other international institutions

Most Favoured Nation (MFN)
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A fundamental WTO principle is non-discrimination.
In simplified terms, if a WTO member gives a particular trade advantage to one member, it

normally should extend equivalent treatment to other WTO members, subject to important
exceptions such as free-trade agreements.

National Treatment

Once imported goods have entered the domestic market, they should generally not receive
less favourable treatment than comparable domestic products merely because they are
foreign.

So remember:

MFN = discrimination between foreign trading partners

National Treatment = discrimination between imported and domestic
products after entry into the market

3. UNCTAD — UN Trade and Development

What is UNCTAD?

UNCTAD was established in 1964 as the United Nations Conference on Trade and
Development.

Since 2024, it has used “UN Trade and Development” as its institutional name while
retaining the familiar acronym UNCTAD.

o Established: 1964

e Headquarters: Geneva, Switzerland

e Members: 195

e UN status: [] Part of the United Nations system

e More precisely, it is a permanent intergovernmental body established by the UN
General Assembly, rather than a UN specialized agency.

Why was UNCTAD created?

Many newly independent developing countries faced an economic problem.
Imagine Country A exports:

Raw cocoa — $1

A developed country processes it into:

Chocolate — $5 or $10

The developing country participates in international trade but captures relatively little of the
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value addition.
Thus:
More trade does not necessarily mean more development.

UNCTAD emerged partly from demands that the international economic system pay greater
attention to the problems of developing countries.

What does UNCTAD do?

Its work broadly covers:

Trade — helping developing countries integrate beneficially into global trade.
Investment — analysing international investment and FDI.

Finance and debt — examining debt sustainability and international financial
vulnerabilities.

Commodities — studying economies dependent on commodities such as oil, coffee, cocoa
and minerals.

Technology and digital economy — analysing digitalisation and its development
consequences.

Technical assistance — helping developing countries improve their trade and development
policies.

Important publication
One of the most important for UPSC is:
World Investment Report — UNCTAD

It is an important source for information about global FDI flows and multinational
enterprises.

Now Compare WCO, WTO and UNCTAD

Imagine an Indian company wants to import a product from Germany.
Question 1: What exactly is this product for customs purposes?
=] WCO

The HS classification system helps classify it internationally.
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international trade commitments?

=] WTO

structural transformation?

=] UNCTAD

Final Comparative Table

WTO agreements provide the applicable international trade rules.

Question 2: Is India’'s trade policy toward Germany consistent with its

Question 3: Is this trade helping India achieve development, investment and

UNCTAD studies the relationship between trade, investment and development.

| Feature | WCO | wTo || UNCTAD
Full name World Customs Organization World_Tra}de UN Trade and
Organization Development
Established 11952 11995 1964
Predecessor/original ||Customs Co-operation GATT UN Conference on
name Council framework Trade and
preceded WTO | Development
Headquarters |Brussels |Geneva |Geneva
Part of UN? |0 No |0 No 0 Yes
UN specialized 1 No | No 1 No
agency?
Main concern Customs Trade rules Trade &
development
Research, policy
Key I WTO . ’ :
instrument/system HS classification Agreements dla!ogue & technical
assistance
. Movement/classification of Rules governing Developing
Major focus international .
goods across borders economies
trade
Dispute settlement  ||[Not WTO-like Yes No WTO-like
mechanism
Binding trade rules |Not its central role Yes |Generally no
Key UPSC GATT, GATS, |World Investment
association HS Codes TRIPS Report
PCS Special: | 08 September )
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AAATAA fheASR Y G W@
08S9 | Central institute develops app to measure fish size hands-free
T TEUT A ATl & MTHER FY T 8T F9MC AT aren 0 AT R
08S9 | Four-time Keralam MLA and cooperative activist passes away
A F IR TR AUTIF @ GEFRY 817 & 1Al o ferere
08S9 | India’s carbon credit scheme receives U.K. recognition: official
R d I hi3T Jotar HI faeer F Agar sfaait
08S9 | Gujarat to host National Film Awards for first time
ORI Tgell IR TS fhed [WEHR TARIE T AoraTedl HEM
08S9 | New script unfolds as Kashmir hosts its inaugural international film festival
TS JTHYT FT AR, FLHAR o 3T Ugal JAWTSET fhedT HglcHa T Asiarer S
08S9 | LPG booking interval in rural areas cut to 25 days
Aretor 41 3 LPG ik F1 siarer gere 25 fere R ara
?l/{alayall?m 08S9. Malayalam filmmaker Sarath is no more
mmaker X
Sar::lthaise FEITETH e R I 1 &
no more

T!e Hm!u Bureau

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Filmmaker R. Sarath,
known for his contempla-
tive cinemna that expressed
environmental concerns,
passed away at a hospital
in  Thiruvananthapuram
on Monday. He was 65.

Two years after India
conducted nuclear tests at
Pokhran, Sarath made
Sayahnam (2000), his de-
but film that raised ques-
tions on the issue. It por-
trayed the story through
the eyes of an ageing writer
who is upset about the nu-
clear tests and his scientist
son who celebrates the
achievement. The film
fetched him the Indira
Gandhi Award for Best De-
but Film of a Director, the
National Film Award for
Best Feature Film in Ma-
layalam, and seven Kerala
State Film Awards.

He followed it up with
Sthithi (2003), a film that
centres on the life of a cou-
ple employed in the go-
vernment Secretariat, and
Seelabathi (2005), a drama
set in rural Keralam that re-
volves around the expe-
riences of two young peo-
ple who come from
outside the village, which
foregrounded how human
greed destroyed nature.

He began his career as a
journalist and later took to
documentary filmmaking.

¢ Filmmaker R. Sarath, known for his contemplative cinema that expressed
environmental concerns, passed away at a hospital in Thiruvananthapuram on Monday.

qTaoT Gl RIansit &1 3R d i arell 379! Ridareiier et & faw Siey Sy arer
theHHR R, IRY HT FHIR I {TTTATIRHA & Teh 3T H foeseT gF 1|

e Two years after India conducted nuclear tests at Pokhran, Sarath made
Sayahnam (2000), his debut film that raised questions on the issue.

HN S@RT WIEROT & qTAT] G&T0T T SiTet & 2t 9 dle;, Ry o 39el ggell o
Sayahnam (2000) =TS, TSIE 8 Heg T HaTel 3310 1T |

e It portrayed the story through the eyes of an ageing writer who is upset about the
nuclear tests and his scientist son who celebrates the achievement.

54 fthed & Fglll Teh Jetf o i give & TEdd 1 a1$ oY, S aRATo] adiefol & A €,
STafeh 3T I U 37 ITATY T ST HATT &

e The film fetched him the Indira Gandhi Award for Best Debut Film of a Director,
the National Film Award for Best Feature Film in Malayalam, and seven Kerala State
Film Awards.

54 fthed & foIT 3o¢ e T Harss ugell fthed o1 STer anel [WEhR, Hordrerd #
HIASS e fhed 1 TSI hed TERR AR A el I hed JREHR Ted g
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Central institute develops app
to measure fish size hands-free

KOCHI

The Central Marine Fisher-
ies Research Institute
(CMFRI), headquartered in
Kochi, Keralam, has
claimed to have developed
a smartphone application
that can measure the
length and width of fish
without physically han-
dling them.

Named MatsyaMetri,
the application, which has
been designed for fisheries
scientists, researchers, and
field survey teams, facili-
tates rapid and systematic
collection of biological da-
ta to support fisheries as-
sessment and manage-
ment.

The application was de-
veloped by Eldho Vargh-

Representatlve photo

ese, a senior scientist at the
institute, according to a
CMFRI release.

Grinson George, Direc-
tor of the institute, said the
application simplified bio-
logical data collection by
automatically recording
measurements and gener-
ating length-frequency da-
tasets. The application al-
lows multiple individuals

The application
simplifies biological
data collection by

recording fish
measurements

of the same fish species or
aquatic resource to be
measured under a single
sampling session. Once
measurements are com-
pleted, the system auto-
matically generates length-
frequency distributions us-
ing appropriate class
intervals.

The recorded measure-
ments and the correspond-
ing photographs can be
saved along with the sam-
pling session and subse-
quently exported as a CSV
file for further analysis.

08S9. Central institute develops app to measure fish size hands-free

FET TEATST o AGAAT & PR FT AT §TT FINT ATY arem 09 RHfAa fFar

e The Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute (CMFRI), headquartered in Kochi, Keralam,
has claimed to have developed a smartphone application that can measure the length and
width of fish without physically handling them.

I, el & FEATCIT dTel FAIT FHAT ANEIRT HTHUTT FEYTA (CMFRI) = e & & foh
35 Ueh THT EAIEHI Tlerheret faeh i forar 8, St #roferdl @1 earlifes &9 & oo f3ar 3o
TS 3R TieTE AT Feha B

o Named MatsyaMetri, the application, which has been designed for fisheries scientists,
researchers, and field survey teams, facilitates rapid and systematic collection of biological
data to support fisheries assessment and management.

MatsyaMetri AT Ig TiCeleheleT Hced faanfaar, eiererdiait 31K ey aderor &=t & foaw
TESTTST fohaT 31T § TUT ACET THTEAT & 3TTehols] 3R Tt 3 TR & forv Sifges 3iiest &
caRel 3R cTa e Harg 1 GITe Sl 8|

e The application was developed by Eldho Varghese, a senior scientist at the institute,
according to a CMFRI release.

CMFRI &I Teh fa1TCel o 38R, S8 TTCelehelel 3l HEUTT & aRss d=fifelen Toe) Fafier o
faefaa T g

e Grinson George, Director of the institute, said the application simplified biological data
collection by automatically recording measurements and generating length-frequency
datasets.

TEATA & A2 AeaeT FAlor of gl foh Tg TiCaAhsT ATUT ! TTTToId T H Gof hlah 3R
FTS-3Mg e Fael STAT IR e ANIeh 3iTehs] & HIUG 1 Aol Tl o
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e The application allows multiple individuals of the same fish species or aquatic resource to be
measured under a single sampling session.

g UTCARAT Ueh &1 HATelaT T & 3Tl Ueh &1 HSel Tolifcl AT STl HETL & &8 Al
AT T ITATT AT |

e Once measurements are completed, the system automatically generates length-frequency
distributions using appropriate class intervals.

A9 Q1A & ST, g TN STl IoT-3cTell b1 3TN hieh ag-IMgfar faraor Eac:
CRIEAGIE

o The recorded measurements and the corresponding photographs can be saved along with
the sampling session and subsequently exported as a CSV file for further analysis.

got fo AT AT 3R 3o Felfere e &bt Aafoler & & Ay GRiETa R ST §ehall & qaT aIg
H 33 & F3AVoT & AT CSV $1ed & &9 F AT fFar 51 @ehar 81

India’s carbon credit
scheme receives UK.
recognition: official

NEW DELHI

In a major breakthrough,
the U.K. has recognised In-
dia’s Carbon Credit Trad-
ing Scheme (CCTS) as a
qualifying criterion for
pricing relief under its car-
bon border adjustment
mechanism (CBAM), a
move that would reduce
the tax burden on domes-
tic exporters, an official
said on Monday.

In a communication ad-
dressed to the Bureau of
Energy Efficiency, Ministry
of Power, the UK.’s His
Majesty’s Treasury con-
firmed that the CCTS has
been included in the U.K’s
published indicative list of
overseas carbon pricing
schemes assessed as quali-
fying criteria under a pro-
vision of the Carbon Bor-

The recognition is expected to
reduce tax burden on Indian
exporters. GETTY IMAGES

der Adjustment
Mechanism (Calculation of
CBAM Rate and Determina-
tion of Carbon Price Relief)
Regulations 2026, the offi-
cial said.

“This will reduce the ef-
fective CBAM liability on
Indian goods, directly be-
nefiting Indian exporters,”
the official said.

08S9. India’s carbon credit scheme receives
U.K. recognition: official

AR FY Pl HiSC AT T foesT HY AT
K Bean

e In amajor breakthrough, the U.K. has recognised
India’s Carbon Credit Trading Scheme (CCTS) as a qualifying
criterion for pricing relief under its carbon border adjustment
mechanism (CBAM), a move that would reduce the tax burden
on domestic exporters, an official said on Monday.

Teh HGedYUT TS & & H, T5eeT o1 TR hY hieieT shise gfsar
THH (CCTS) I 3 FHIdeT S15X TSSRCHE Hehfelod (CBAM) &
A6l Hog-oTefR0T 7 TEd o foIT Teh uTo ARICS & &9 H Aol
& 81 U HAFRY A VAR 1 el o 38 e & ore] fraTcient
IR & T §IST S gIaTT|

e In a communication addressed to the Bureau of
Energy Efficiency, Ministry of Power, the U.K.’s His
Majesty’s Treasury confirmed that the CCTS has been included
in the U.K.’s published indicative list of overseas carbon pricing
schemes assessed as qualifying criteria under a provision of
the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (Calculation of
CBAM Rate and Determination of Carbon Price Relief)
Regulations 2026, the official said.

Foft g&TclT SN (BEE), faegd HaTerdr st Aaiferd veh o & foreet
& FETHTEH CorT (His Majesty’s Treasury) f gfse 1 fh CCTS

! Tl EaRT YehfRIe faeel Sidet Hed-freRoT STl it Handtcaes It 7 enfier
€| ST AISTAT3T T 3Tehelad 2026 & Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (Calculation of

CBAM Rate and Determination of Carbon Price Relief) Regulations & Teh JTaeITel & dgd 913
ATEE & & H fFaT IATE |

e “This will reduce the effective CBAM liability on Indian goods, directly benefiting Indian
exporters,” the official said.

HTAIRY A gl ‘S HRAT T3 TR Tl CBAM ST lT o g1 3R AR faiTerent shr
Hrer et e’
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Gujarat to
host National
Film Awards

for first time
Pes

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The National Film Awards
ceremony will take place in
Gujarat for the first time on
September 22, with the
72nd edition scheduled in
Ekta Nagar. President
Droupadi Murmu will pre-
sent the awards, govern-
ment officials said on
Monday.

The move to Ekta Nagar
marks a departure from
the awards’ traditional ve-
nue in Delhi. The first Na-
tional Film Awards cere-
mony was organised here
in 1954, and Delhi has host-
ed most of the subsequent
ceremonies. The Awards
have been presented out-
side Delhi before — the 17th
and 18th editions were
held in Madras (now Chen-
nai) in 1970 and 1971, as per
reports.

The winners of the 72nd
National Film Awards, an-
nounced in July, include
Article 370 as the best fea-
ture film. Yami Gautam has
been named as the best ac-
tress for the same film.
Mammootty and Kartik
Aaryan will share the best
actor award for their per-
formances in Bramayugam
(Malayalam) and Chandu
Champion (Hindi)
respectively.

Randeep Hooda has
won the best debut direc-
tor award for Swatantrya
Veer Savarkar.
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TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
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08S9. Gujarat to host National Film Awards for first time

ISRI Teell IR TS fhed [EHR TARIE T ASTETe] Ham

e The National Film Awards ceremony will take place in Gujarat for the first time on
September 22, with the 72nd edition scheduled in Ekta Nagar.

TG fheH RERR TARIE Tgoll aR IORIT H 22 AR I TSI foham Sear 3k
ShHT 7201 TEPIUT UehdlT IR F AT fohar Sirea|

e President Droupadi Murmu will present the awards, government officials said on
Monday.

TR IFTAFRAT o HIR Y TATAT o Tseufa elady Ho WERR TeTeT ahiaf|

9O ND
¢ The move to Ekta Nagar marks a departure from the awards’ traditional venue in
Delhi.

HARIG T Tehell IR H AT FohT STTAT TRERRT & TRARD TTIoTel €l ool &
gTHT Th g0l S&elld ¢

e The first National Film Awards ceremony was organised here in 1954, and Delhi
has hosted most of the subsequent ceremonies.

Tl TS Tthed qREhHR FARIE 1954 F JET JTAITSIA Fohdm 1 T 31K 38 d1e; &
31TRTer TARIET ST AT foell o T 1

e The Awards have been presented outside Delhi before — the 17th and 18th
editions were held in Madras (now Chennai) in 1970 and 1971, as per reports.

TG e RERR Tgel # el & STeX el foht S g §—Ref & 7@, 174t 3R
1831 FEIOT 1970 3R 1971 F FGIH (31 doats) F JITST fhTw aTw 3|

e The winners of the 72nd National Film Awards, announced in July, include
Article 370 as the best feature film.

STelTs 7 ¥ 729 TG e RERRT & fASansii & Article 370 1 #44v Hrer fher
T JIERR TR &
e Yami Gautam has been named as the best actress for the same film.

54T the o forw amd aicas & Taass el g1 I g

e Mammootty and Kartik Aaryan will share the best actor award for their performances in
Bramayugam (Malayalam) and Chandu Champion (Hindi) respectively.

Bramayugam (HerdTel#d) X Chandu Champion (@€Y # 319=1-3191 31fe¥ear o fow ##7dr 3Rk
Fifclen 3T TYFd T A FIASS HIRAAT T ERR HISAT FHYa7 |

e Randeep Hooda has won the best debut director award for Swatantrya Veer Savarkar.

Swatantrya Veer Savarkar & oIt 06 REEl o FAATS Aafee foAcRreh T REHR ST 8|
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New script unfolds as Kashmir hosts
its inaugural international film festival

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

Kashmir, where all 15 cine-
ma halls had closed down
in the wake of militancy ov-
er three decades, on Mon-
day hosted its first-ever
four-day international film
festival with the screening
of the Lebanese film Dead
Dog, a drama on the reu-
nion of an estranged
couple.

Under a multi-layer se-
curity cover, director Sa-
rah Francis’ movie, the
first among 135 films to be
screened from 41 coun-
tries, was shown at the In-
ox theatre in Srinagar’s
Shiv Pora area. The multi-
plex is the first functional
cinema hall to reopen in
the valley after 23 years in
2022.

Jammu & Kashmir Chief
Minister Omar Abdullah
addressed a gathering at
Sher-i-Kashmir  Interna-
tional Convention Centre
(SKICC) in Srinagar and
called the festival “a new

Chief Minister Omar Abdullah at the inauguration of the International
Film Festival Jammu and Kashmir in Srinagar. IMRAN NISSAR

chapter in the long-stand-
ing relationship between
J&K and cinema”.

“To stand here today
under the majestic shade
of the chinar trees, sur-
rounded by the sentinel
peaks of the Himalayas, is
to be reminded that some
places on earth do not
merely boast stories. They
are born of them,” said Mr.
Abdullah.

He said the festival’s
clear message is about
“Kashmir’s potential as a

global filmmaking destina-
tion”. “We are declaring to
the world that Kashmir is
not just a location on a call
sheet. It is a creative sanc-
tuary, a home for global
storytellers, and a voice
that is ready to speak to the
world,” he said.

He said the four-day fes-
tival would provide young
people with opportunities
to learn from filmmakers
and cinema professionals
from around the world.
“This festival is not just a

celebration of cinema, it is
a declaration of intent,” he
added.

‘Landmark initiative’
Inaugurated by Jammu &
Kashmir Chief Secretary
Atal Dulloo and Directo-
rate of Information and Pu-
blic Relations director
Shreya Singhal, the festival
will screen movies at ve-
nues in Srinagar’s SKICC
and Inox, Gulmarg, and
Jammu city. It is tipped to
be a major “landmark cul-
tural initiative that cele-
brates the universal lan-
guage of cinema”.

“We received around
1,100 entries for the festiv-
al. After screening, 135 en-
tries were shortlisted, in-
cluding more than 60
foreign films. This is an op-
portunity to reconnect J&K
with the world of cinema
and invite the film industry
not only from the country
but also from abroad, and
make Kashmir once again a
prominent film destina-
tion,” said Mr. Dulloo.

08S9. New script unfolds as Kashmir hosts its inaugural international film

festival

TS TTHYT FT TS, FIHAR o 3T gl ARSI fhed Aglcaa dT AsTarelt Y

e Kashmir, where all 15 cinema halls had closed down in the wake of militancy over three
decades, on Monday hosted its first-ever four-day international film festival with the screening
of the Lebanese film Dead Dog, a drama on the reunion of an estranged couple.

FHR H, ST8T A g2 T 31TF THI Ugel 3UAAIE & Told Tl 15 THAHAT 8fet ¢ g7 a7 I,
HIATR HI Tgell IR IR TR ARSI fhcH AgIcad T 3TATSTeT TohdT 73T, Torae 3eleT 8l
Teh Teh STl oh Yol Taelel UX TR ATl fhed Dead Dog T ThIfiar T 78|
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